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December 5, 2020 
 

State’s Stay Home Order Triggered in Southern California Region, Effective December 6, Midnight 
 

Ventura, CA - The State of California’s Stay Home Order will go into effect on Sunday, December 6 at midnight in 
Ventura County and in all Counties in Southern California, after the Southern California Region's hospital ICU 
capacity dropped below 15%. The order closes many businesses and activities and urges people to stay at home 
whenever possible.  
 
The California Department of Public Health reported on Friday evening that Southern California's ICU capacity 
dropped to 13.1%, triggering the Stay Home Order. 
 
The order requires bars, wineries, nail salons, hair salons and barbershops, and other personal care services to 
close. Private gatherings of any size are prohibited. Restaurants can stay open for takeout and delivery, but they 
have to shut down both indoor and outdoor dining. 
 
The Southern California Region Ventura County was placed in has, by itself, more than half the State’s total 
population. The region includes 11 counties. The County is urging the Governor to consider smaller, more 
targeted regions. The County, along with 58 Counties throughout the State, are also urging the Governor to 
consider additional, immediate assistance for impacted workers, families and businesses. The County of Ventura 
will continue to advocate and engage with the State on behalf of our County on a regular basis. 
  
Schools opened while Ventura County was in the purple tier can stay open. K-6 schools that were given a waiver 
to reopen will be allowed to stay open. Retail stores will be allowed to stay open at 20% capacity. 
 
Additionally, all non-essential travel is temporarily restricted statewide. Hotels and motels are now restricted to 
guests traveling for an essential reason. 
 
Ventura County and all Counties in the Southern California Region are required by the State to stay under the 
lockdown for at least three weeks. After that, state health officials will evaluate ICU capacity and transmission 
rates to project at least four weeks into the future to determine if the stay home order can be lifted. 

All Ventura County residents are further urged to help slow the spread by wearing a mask, social distancing and 
not gathering during this critical time. “Given the significant increase we have been experiencing in our county 
with COVID-19 with cases, test positivity, and hospitalizations, this order is the only remaining measure to 
flatten the curve as soon as possible,” said Rigoberto Vargas, Ventura County Public Health Director.  

“Since it will take several weeks for these additional restrictions to slow in particular the very concerning rising 
hospitalizations, collectively and as the strong community that Ventura County is known for, I urge every 
resident and sector to support the measure in this order so that we can once and for all, given also the 
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upcoming COVID-19 vaccine, get this virus under control. We will then be able to return to the path toward fully 
opening our business, schools and other sectors,” added Vargas.  

The following activities and sectors must close by midnight on Sunday, December 6: 
 
Indoor and outdoor playgrounds 
Indoor recreational facilities 
Hair salons and barbershops 
Personal care services 
Museums, zoos, and aquariums 
Movie theaters 
Wineries 

Bars, breweries and distilleries 
Family entertainment centers 
Cardrooms and satellite wagering 
Limited services 
Live audience sports 
Amusement parks 

 
Other sectors that will be allowed to stay open when operating remotely is not possible include: 
 
Critical Infrastructure 
Schools that are already open for in-person learning 
Non-urgent medical and dental care 
Childcare and pre-K 
 
The following sectors will have additional modifications in addition to 100% masking and physical distancing: 
 

• Outdoor recreational facilities: Allow outdoor operation only without any food, drink or alcohol sales. 
Additionally, overnight stays at campgrounds will not be permitted. 

• Retail: Allow indoor operation at 20% capacity with entrance metering and no eating or drinking in the 
stores. Additionally, special hours should be instituted for seniors and others with chronic conditions or 
compromised immune systems. 

• Shopping centers: Allow indoor operation at 20% capacity with entrance metering and no eating or 
drinking in the stores. Additionally, special hours should be instituted for seniors and others with chronic 
conditions or compromised immune systems. 

• Hotels and lodging: Allow to open for critical infrastructure support only. 
• Restaurants: Allow only for take-out, pick-up, or delivery. No indoor or outdoor dining. 
• Offices: Allow remote only except for critical infrastructure sectors where remote working is not 

possible. 
• Places of worship and political expression: Allow outdoor services only. 
• Entertainment production including professional sports: Allow operation without live audiences. 

Additionally, testing protocol and “bubbles” are highly encouraged. 
 

More information about the Stay Home Order can be found at: https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-
essential-needs/. Local information at www.venturacountyrecovers.org.  


