2001-2002 Ventura County Grand Jury Final Report

The Need for Automatic Electronic
Defibrillators in Ventura County

Background

This report was initiated by the 2001-2002 Ventura County Grand Jury based on
the belief that the mortality and morbidity rate from Sudden Cardiac Death in
the County of Ventura might be significantly reduced by the planned and wide-
spread distribution of Automatic Electronic Defibrillators (AED) at key locations
throughout the County.

AED units are computerized shock delivery systems designed for use by non-
medically trained personnel to reverse a life ending cardiac rhythm that is the
number one cause of sudden death.

Methodology

In order to determine the appropriate locality for and valid need of AEDs
within Ventura County, the Grand Jury reviewed literature pertinent to the sub-
ject of AEDs and interviewed personnel from the American Heart Association,
Ventura County Fire Department, Ventura County Emergency Medical Services
and the City of Thousand Oaks. Information was also solicited from vari-

ous non-governmental establishments where ‘at risk’ and/or large numbers of
people routinely gather, to ascertain the presence and utilization of AED units.

Findings

F-1. According to American Heart Association statistics, cardiovascular disease
is the number one cause of death in United States. There are over 480,000
deaths each year from heart attacks and the complications from those heart
attacks. Over half, or 250,000, of those are from Sudden Cardiac Death.
There are more victims of Sudden Cardiac Death than there are of lung
cancer, breast cancer and AIDS combined.

F-2.  Sudden Cardiac Death typically occurs within the first one to two hours
following a heart attack, before the victim arrives at a hospital. Sudden
Cardiac Death, in most adult victims, is from ventricular fibrillation. Ven-
tricular fibrillation is a chaotic quivering of the heart muscle, which ren-
ders the pumping action of the heart useless.

F-3. Children and teenagers can also be stricken with life threatening and life
ending disruptions of cardiac rhythm. Though the AED is not recom-
mended for use on young children, there are AED units on high school
campuses throughout the country. They are on stand-by for use on
campus and at sporting event locations in the event they may be needed
for these adult sized young people.
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F-4. The only treatment for ventricular fibrillation is an administered shock
called defibrillation. American Heart Association studies show Car-
diopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR), prompt defibrillation and timely
transport to a hospital setting greatly increase the chance of survival.
For each minute that defibrillation is delayed, the chance of survival
is reduced by 7-10%. Defibrillation administered within the first five
minutes after the onset of ventricular fibrillation increases the chance of
survival by 50%. The survival rate is enhanced further if CPR has been
administered.

F-5. American Heart Association studies have shown that the cost to the
taxpayer and/or to third party payers for a survivor of Sudden Cardiac
Death is less than the expenses incurred for the post operative treat-
ment of a cardiac transplant patient or for the monies expended for
individuals on most cholesterol lowering medications.

F-6. There are AEDs available for as little as $2,700.00 per unit. Additional
costs are incurred to maintain equipment and train qualified operators.

F-7.  All acute care medical facilities within Ventura County are equipped
with defibrillators, which are not AEDs. All paramedic units within this
County are equipped with defibrillators, which are not AEDs. Most of
those units require a knowledge and interpretation of cardiac rhythm
and disturbances before they can be safely used.

F-8. The AED uses computer technology to analyze the cardiac rhythm
and tell the trained operator when to use the machine appropriately.
Therefore, the layperson does not have to be knowledgeable of cardiac
rhythm to defibrillate a victim of Sudden Cardiac Death.

F-9. The City of Thousand Oaks has 12 AEDs in place throughout their com-
munity and has trained over 120 employee-volunteers to operate the
equipment. Their forward thinking program was initiated in 1999. To
date one life has been saved. Their commitment is serious and thor-
ough. Maintenance of the defibrillator equipment and continuing educa-
tion of the operators is ongoing. Locations of the Thousand Oaks’” AEDs
include the library, the senior citizens’ center, the city hall, the civic
auditorium and Los Robles Golf Course.

F-10. Leisure Village in Camarillo was one of the first in the County to utilize
AEDs. There are three defibrillator units at Leisure Village. Two are kept
in the security vehicles that patrol the community; one is in the recreation
center. Both security and recreation center staff are trained to use the
equipment. It is the Grand Jury’s understanding that the AEDs at Leisure
Village have been utilized many times since their introduction in 1998.

F-11. There are an unknown number of AED units throughout the County at
various business locations.

F-12. In January 2002, the Ventura County Emergency Medical System
received funding from the Tobacco Settlement Program to purchase
50 AED units and train personnel in the use of those units through-
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out Ventura County. The Emergency Medical System is also attempting to
identify all of the AED units located at private businesses in the County to
insure proper training of operators and systematic maintenance of equip-
ment.

Conclusions

C-1. The technology of today provides the ability to save lives. Thousands could
be saved if AEDs and trained operators were available in facilities and
areas where large numbers of people congregate. (F-1 through F-10)

C-2. By having AEDs readily available and the AED operators additionally trained
in CPR, precious minutes toward survival can be gained prior to the arrival
of advanced life support providers (fire, police personnel and paramedics)
and precedent to emergency room treatment. (F-1 through F-10)

C-3. Considering the potential benefit to be derived from planned and wide-
spread placement of AED units throughout the County, the cost of the defi-
brillators is certainly reasonable; their value in terms of a human life saved
is inestimable. (F-5, F-6)

C-4. While there are some fine examples of recognizing the need for AEDs and
of their utilization within Ventura County, there is a definite need for more
units throughout the County. (F-9 through F-12)

C-5. In the future, the liability to municipalities and certain ‘at risk’ locations for
not having AEDs and trained AED operators could be a serious consider-
ation. (F-1 through F-12)

Recommendations

R-1. Initiate the widespread placement of AEDs and CPR trained operators
throughout all county and city facilities where large numbers of people or
‘at risk’ citizens congregate. Locations for consideration would include city
halls, courthouses, jails, auditoriums, libraries, senior citizens’ centers, high
schools and golf courses, as well as units available for use at concerts, fairs
and other large events.

R-2. Support the Ventura County Emergency Medical System’s attempt to coor-
dinate the utilization and training required for the proper use of AEDs
throughout the County.

R-3. The city and county governing bodies initiate an incentive program which
would encourage the purchase of AED units and the training of employees
in their use at business locations throughout the County:.

Commendations

The Ventura County Grand Jury commends the City of Thousand Oaks, its
employees, administrators and elected officials for their foresight and thoughtful
implementation of a life-saving AED program.

The Ventura County Emergency Medical System’s foresight and planning in
obtaining funding for AEDs throughout the County.
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Also to be commended are the businesses within Ventura County who have
taken the initiative to purchase AEDs and train operators in their use.
Responses Required (R1 - R3)
City Managers of:
Camarillo
Fillmore
Moorpark
Ojai
Oxnard
Port Hueneme
Santa Paula
Simi Valley
Thousand Oaks
Ventura
Ventura County Board of Supervisors
Ventura County Emergency Medical Services
Ventura County Sheriff’s Department

Ventura County Superintendent of Schools
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City of Thousand Oaks

wmeteEILED

Honorabe Bruce A, Clark MAR 7 Z002
Presiding Judge of the Supsrior Couwrt
Wentura Counfy Hall of Justice

March 4, 2002

MICHAEL [1. PLANET

800 5. Victoria Avenua Expoutvn Orficar e
Ventura, ©& S3009 BY: . o Dapn
Tty

Re:  2001-2002 Yentura County Grand Jury Repart — The Nead for Automatic
Electronie Defibrillators in Ventura County

Diear Judge Clark:

Cn bohalf of the City of Thousand Oaks, please accepd our sincere appreciation to
the Veniura County Grand Jury for their commendation of our newly implemented
AED program

The City of Thousand Oaks respectfully respands (o recommendations of the above-
referenced repart as follows

Recommendation R-1

The Ciy of Thousand Oaks concurs with Recommendation R-1 and suppors
widespread placement of AED's and trained operators throwghol county and city
facilities where large numbers of “at-risk” cifizens cangregata.

Recommendation R-2

Thir Cily of Thousand Oaks concurs with the recommendation 10 support the Yeniura
County Emergency Medical System’s atternpl 1o coordinate utilization and training of
AED's theoughaul Weniura Coainty,

Recommaendation R-3

The Ciy of Thowsand Oaks concurs and agrees that City and County governing
bodes should initiate a program encouraging the purchase of AED units and training
of employees al business locabons throughout Yenlura County.

If we may be of any further assestance to the Grand Jury, please do nol hesitate 1o
coantiact us. For specific information, please call Brandes Sisting at (305) 449-2142

Sinceredy,

City Mahager

HROTED-A MHACOMBMONSAF ETYWED- aGmndlurgRospdoc

2100 Thoumend Oples Couipvoar] « T hounnd Cwig, Cafloisla 9130637503 + (@05} 425 3131 « FAX (805) 445-71 25

Response 1-Thousand Oaks
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SUPERNDR COUFTS

FILED

CITY OF FILLMORE et
CEHTRAL PLEK FLATA MAR 1 4 7002

20 Ceraral iweran

Tl imon. Cakbugyi 25504 - 15T BIGHAEL 0. mLapEY
(R0 ST - TAX [REMD TSV Exocuttve CHTGar and Clork
oY, Doty
March 13, 2002
A
{ o A0
Honorable Bruce A. Clark ',

Preasiding Judge of the Superior Court
YVentura County Hall of Justice

800 5. Victoria Avenue

YVentura, Ca 930059

RE: 2001-2002 Ventura County Grand Jury Report - The Need
for Awtomatic Electromic Defibrilfators in Vendora Coundy

Dear Judge Clark:

In responae to vour letter dated February 21, 2002, the City of
Fillmore concurs with the findings of the Grand Jury, The City of
Fillmore has recognized the value of the automatic defibrillator
gince the carly mineties, when AETYs were put into service on our
Fire Department apparatus. The City of Fillmore Fire
Department currently has two of its staff members in the process
of being certified to teach tho uss of the AED and will complete
the certification within two weeks, The instructors will teach the
uze of the AKD during all CPR certification classes. These classes
are available community wide on the average of twice a month
and are highly advertised on the local cable accesa channel and in
the local newspapers. Currently two of the AED training devices
are being purchased by the City of Filllmore, The teaiming for the
uae of the AED will be included in the CPR recertification classes
for all City of Fillmore staff members. The City of Fillmore will
apply to Ventura County Emergency Medical Sérvicea (VCEMS)
for the use of the Tobaceo Settlement Monics to purchase an AED
for city hall and other city buildings, If the City of Fillmore is
unsuceesaful in obtaining funds from VCEMS for the AED's we

Response 2 - Fillmore
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will include the purchase price of an AED in the normal budget
procedures. However this does not guarantee that it will be
approved for purchase, if budget constraints dictate otherwise.

The Fillmore High School has been made aware of AED's and has
been encouraged to approve the use of the AED and to include
AED training in future CPR recertification classes taught by city
personnel. The city staff will make the same offer of training to all
other agencies and large employers within the City of Fillmore.
City staff will also encourage the Fillmore Unified School district
to apply through the VCEMS for funds to purchase AEIVs and, if
not successful, to add it to their budget process,

The City of Fillmore will continue to support the efforts of the
VCEMS to coordinate the utilization and training required for the
proper use of AEDs throughout the County,

Last, the Fillmore City Council will consider initiation of an
incentive program that would encourage the purchase of AED
units and the training of employees in their use at business
lecations throughout the city.

sincerely,

C:  Mayor and City Council
Fire Chief Pat Askren

Response 2 - Fillmore (continued)
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N\ City of Port Hueneme

—_ —
i ¥

'_F”"IEE

ope s 2.0 200y

March 22, 2002 Ell = []‘F-E.

MAH & 2 200¥ F|

Hororable Brucs & Clark L
Preaxding Judge of the Superior Court e PLA - »
Ventura County Hall of Justice i o et

800 South Victoria Avanue - T Oty

Wentura, CA B300EG

REF: LETTER FROM THE GRAMND .JURY, DATED FEBRUARY 21, 2002,
REGARDING NEED FOR AUTOMATIC ELECTRONIC
DEFIBRILLATORS IN YENTURA COUNTY

Honorabke Judge Clark

Pursuant te the instructsns given in e lelter fiom Marvin J. Reaber, Grand Jury
Foraman, | alfer ihe foliowing responses

FINDIMNGS

| etrewr wath Findings F-1 theough F<4 and F-8 through F-12 As la F-5, | concur
in pan. As drafted, the Finding infers that the wuse of a defibriBator, in lew af
prescribed medications, can save Inves and reduos costs, | would arges thatl use
of the defizrliator and the use of prescnbed medications can lower beallh cosls.

RECOMME MDA THINS

R=1' | am nol awarns d the widespread placement of AEDs and CPR irained
operators has baen indiated throughout all county and cities faciies. The Cily of
Por Huaneme racantly purchased two AEDs for use af City facdities, Additional
purchases may be considerad during the next budget review process

R-2: | am net sware of the Ventura County Emergancy Medical System’s atiempt
o coordinate the wiilizaton and tramng required for the proper wse of AEDs
throughaut the County. As o mplemantadion, | am nol sware of the County's
plan. if any, to coordinate such an affort,

R-3: | am unclear as to the ntent of the recommendation. |t is unclear if the
recommandabon is supporing a copparative efforl among the obés and tha
County or refers 10 each entity initiateng s own incentve program. Fumher, the
idea of an ncenbve program which would encourage the purchase of AEL units

2500 ko h Venpura Bosd & Por Huenemse, Califpenda 93041 = Plcse (A051 90 G500
hHr\. e, ot urrEMm® Ca LS

Response 3 - Port Hueneme
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LETTER FROM THE GRAND JURY, DATED FEBRUARY 21, 2002
MARCH 22, 2002
PAGE 2

and the training of employees is vague. No definition of ‘incentive program’ is
provided. Second, | am uncertain as to why an incentive program is needed if a
city decides to purchase the AED and train its employeas. It would seem the
cost to purchase the AEDs and train the staff would be included as part of the
budget process. It is unclear if the intent is for the public agencies to create
some type of incentive program for the purchase and training of private sector
employees throughout the County (R-1 speaks of "county and city facilities”;
however, R-3 speaks of "business locations®). With such uncertainty, the
question of implementation s unanswearable,

Please advise if any additicnal comment is required,

Sinceraly,

Eb leerl M,

ROBERT L. HUNT
CITY MANAGER

c: City Council

Response 3 - Port Hueneme (continued)
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[RECR L1 Tkt Cwin 104 W10 by, 478 N Vrmoa. 2 1M
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"Ep,
5~ VENTURA COUNTY - B fﬂs »
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT  ° ihuou iy

T % ROUTH VICTORLA AVENUE, YENTURA, CA 9509 FHONE (B85} 654.380  FAX (bif) 151091

 WENTU#iA
SUPERIOR COURTS

Agril %, 2002 F ‘ I_ F: D

APR 1 7 7002

Homorable Bruce Clark MICHAEL [ FLAMET

Presmding Jndge of the Superior Court Exncuthea OMizsr and Clavk

BH1S, Yiclona Avenue By Depery
Ventura, Califomia 3009 LOGELELS e

7
Ae Resporse to the 2002-200% Veantura Courty Girand Jury Beport entitled The SMesd fow f_'r"!""r
Autewratle Elecreonte Defibeillarars i Feanarg Coumy

Dhear Jiwlpe Clark:

As required by Califormia Penal Code sechion 933,05, ilds letter i8 & respomse o the
fimibrng anil recommeidabions ol the 2002-2003 Yemdura Grand Jury Report entitled e
Nevd far Qutnmnrtie Klestronle Defibeilleiors in Feamra Coery. The following: are my
Feefniiaeh

Hecommendntions

Rl The Vendura Cowsnty SheniTs Department will collahorale with the Ventura
County Health Care Ageney to wdentify those locations within the Shenif™s
Depanmernt thal may be Jeemed appropriate for the placemenl of an Aulomatic
Elcctremes Diefibrillator (AELD) wndl. All AED cquipment and mainlenunce will by
provided by fhe Health Care Agency. Prelmuinery Jocitions identificd are the Fre-
iral Detention Focility, Todd Roead Jail and the Fast Couniy Paimol Sisflen 1§
pdditional ALDs arc provided o determinstion will be made (o expand the
progri shwould trainivg and squipment resnarces albew,

B-2 Representpiives of the Heallh Care Agency will provide maining bo scleoied
mcnibiers of the Sheri(ls Deporimen) and will ensune appropriste docamenEicn
is madnfarned, Eich lacalivn will ilwilaly appropriste persomnel (o participale m

Response 4 - Ventura County Sheriff’s Department
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The Sheriff's Department will continuously monitor AED training and will encourage
employee participation, A re-evaluation of the program will be conducted in a timely

manner
Sincere

BOB BROOKS

Ventura County Sheriff

Response 4 - Ventura County Sheriff's Department (continued)
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City of Santa Paula

FOVEMELFL, BTREET
BRI T, PRI LA L IR, 5300 1
Potemirn Sufchooo: P01 Mo Sas
Paoap RS BrS-ddri
FE: 388 B25.27Ta

, 201
e el
FILED
Honorable Bruce A Clark APR L& N2

Prusifing Judge of the Superior Court i L

veniura County Hell of Justice GHAEL D, PLANET
Execuibm Oficer and Clork

GOD 5. Witlona Av s B Dot

Vendura, Ca 83009
Ra:  Rasponss to 2002-2002 Grand Jury Report: 2 i
Tha Maad for Automatis Electronic Dafrillatons in Ventura County f;‘ L

Mo climacted, this is my response to the obove-refemenced Grond Jury repor.
FINCHMGS: | contur wilh the Grand Jury's findings.
RECOMMENDATIONS.

R=1  The Gy of Sania Paula will nol mitiais the widespread placement of
AEDs and CPR frained oparabors at this tima, due io financisl constraénis.
Alhmmgh fhe cost of an AED is as low a5 $2. T, the continuing maintanance
and replacemeant costs and the cosis of training and refreining operatons am
expenses thal the City i nof prepered o assweme, However, if the Emergendy
Medical Berdces Agenoy will provide the units, the continuing maintanance and
replacamant costs of fhe units, and the costs of training snd retraining operatons,
tha City would of course ba inferestad in participating

R-2  The City of Saila Pada would be willing consider supposting Venlura
Gty Emergiency Madical System's attempd fo coordinate the wtillzation and
frainng m the propgar vse of AEDS within the City, subject to the linancis
Emiltalions stabad above

R-3  Tha City of S3anta Paula doss not plan 1o initlste a fthancial incentive
program for businasses to purchase AED wnils and train employeas n hein wge.
On Ehve other hand, the Cily would cartainly be wiling 1o “recognize,” at a Councl
risteding for example, businessas thal impksmented an AED placement and
raining syshem,

s Capnital af the Wond™

Response 5 - Santa Paula
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Honovable Bruce 4. Clark
Apnll 11, 2002
Page 2

| commend the Grand Jury for investigating this issue. As Chief of the Santa
Faula Fire Department, | was deeply involved in establishing the department’s
defibrillator program several years ago.

Unfortunately for Santa Paula, according to data for the year 2000, California’s
general tax revenue system results in Santa Paula's citizens receiving
approximately $260 per capita annually while Camarillo and Thousand Qaks
citizens receive approximately $305 and $398 per capita annually, respectively,
and this disparity prohibits us from enjoying the levels of service our neighbors
enjoy. A citywide defibrillator program is another example of a worthy project
that we cannot afford unless it can be completely funded from outside sources.

sincerely,

Paul L. Skeels
Interim City Manager

PLS:jgh
cc: City Council

GAhdministmbion'Grand Jury Dalg Rgl Reply 4.11.02 doc

Response 5 - Santa Paula (continued)
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MOORPARK

Al 4, 2002

Ivmorable Bruce A Clark
Pregiding Judge of the Superior Cou
Vientura County Hall of Justice

B0 South Victoris Avens
Ventora, CAa 93009

Avenus  Moompas, Calionnia Ba0Z1

e

: D&Wb
R gam

&
MICHAEL . mnhé,é;
'

r

Enscuitve Offces ard G

HE:
Dear Judge Clark:

.
Respanss (o (e Jury Feport an Autematic Eleetronie llﬁhﬂﬂl‘ﬁﬂ_

The City of Moorpark has reviewed the Girand Fury's findings and recommendolions reganfing
Autameali: Electrmie Deliballalons (AEDs) and provides the falkeaing respansa,

The ity B explocing e feusshility of placing AEDS in City facilites where large numbers of
people ur at-risk citizens gather, such ag the city kall, commanity cenler, recremion cenier, and
senlor cerder. Sl o leoking at Turdling and Diabaliny issues, &4 well & foist wie (siece the
Cooanty plans to place an AED i the Moorpark Libeary adpacent to the Civic Cemer)

Lasy muanth, the City Councill approved a prrrFr.Lm 1 provids CPR and Farst Aid training to the
City Crancl amd City employess, The poal is %o help the City Council and Ciry employees
r'l:r.=.l|'L ere amd provade basgic cane for njanes and sudden illoesses untl medical personoel amyve
The City will contract wiih the Amerscan Red Cross to teach an Adult, Infam, and Child CPR
and First Al course,  Pamicipaniz will eeveive a CPR Camtificate valad for one vem and & First
Aid Cetificate valid for tkree years. Enmolimemt will be volsmlary since mandasary sapalion
woald require mest and confer nepntiatening with 1he City's emapboyee groops. {The Uity does oot
have padnlic safoly personnel an . The Ventura County Fire Protecnon Distng and e Vennara
County Shen(Ts Department provide public safety senaoes )

e City suppornts the Counly's effons o identify the sites of AEDs o ensure they meel operator
Iruin.in[l_ equipment maimlenance requirements.  While Budpet consirsings prevent the Ciry
from iving incemalves 1o business w purchase AEDs the Cay will highlight the impomanes of
these konds im emergency managemen! publications.

Simcerely,

ﬂw» A1t

STEVEN KUENY
City Manages
SKkOC
[ Wtk Counly Girasl Rury
Eﬂlﬂrﬁ_l’i;ilj Cogngl

CApviwtars Ly A&
T 5. Tl Crr o

BETH F MLLHOLSE
Vo ol 1 O

CLINT HAF'EF
il

FRTIECK HUNTTR
[LT

ROSEAMN MEDE
Wapw Pin Tam

FOEIT WOZRIAR
s g I

Response 6 - Moorpark
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CITY OF HRECEIVED

- ¥ ;
- MY ALLEY g 4FR 3 4 2002

EEg ra-pu.lfh-.nrgm Fond, Smi Valiey, Ca 200632185 - &S] 5% éF snc i Simisod 7y 00y

April 19, 2002 PRESIDIMNG JUDGE

Hoenorabie Brece A, Clark 4'% f‘-}.{?
Presiding Tudpe of the Superior Court .:“'5,
Wentura County Hall of Justice ~ %
B00 5, Victoria Avesue {__

Ventura, CA 93000

]
RE: THE NEED FOR AUTOMATIC ELECTRONIC DEFIRRILLATORS TN VENTUR ng
COUNTY Far
'l:" B

H-zp
Regarding your request for response on the report entitled The Need for Awomaric Elecrronic
Defrhrillotors (AFEDg) in Vemhera County, the Cily of Sima Valley concurs with the findings of
the report and shares the Grand Jury's inlenest in the deployment of AEDS throughout public [l ‘I'FH‘E"J
facilities, —

Dear Judpe Clark:

Ag a result, the City has surveyed its offices, police station, patrol wnits, transit facilities, and
oiher facilities for the poiential placement of AEDs, Additionally, CPR training for City
cmployees includes AED training, The City is interesled in coonfinating with the Ventara
Couanly Emergency Medical Sysiem in the wiilization and further training necessary for the
proper use of AEDs within the City,

The largest obstacke o the deployment of AEDs within City facilities hes boen funding.  Dise
to the number of AEDY wnits required for an effective deploymsent (estimate of 44 unils For
initial placement) amd current budgetary uncertainties facing the City, we have been anable 1o
make ibese units available. We are corrently exploring funding oplions o facilitste AEL
disployment in our facilities,

Should you have further gquestions, please contact Police Sergeant Sierling Johnson al $83-6003
or James Bartholomew, Risk Manager, at 583-6739. We look forward io working with the

County on the deploymend of these lifesaving devices,
Sincerely,

Jhs oot

Mike Sedell

City Manager

cer Uity Council
Girand Jury

BiLL CWAT5 GBS T BECERAL BEAERE Wil LIS Feill b L ER ETEVEN T, STLEE
Beimy Mg Fra Tem Ciaral Msmabis Cimgiwiil by Lrumnl Wb

Response 7 - Simi Valley
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CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA

Apr 10, 2002 I:’ ‘{ ’:) - ‘Ef CITY COUNCIL
LA TIILT Wi

I'-l'ur Hn-mlu l':\.|.l.||'. Pellayur

The Honorabde Bruce & Clark FI.PH' E b | EDDZ Tl ."l.ll.lrl_'ll.\_(.a.ilrll_llﬂu_ml'ﬂr.
F'"E’E-Pﬂll'l'g Judge of the Supenor Cowrt ::'ml.'a.: I-‘inl-ﬂ::u I,_‘-."MII;“‘."E:
Vantura County Hall af Justice OFFICE OF THE '!=I-i-1i u -"-IL rl':.l.:-iuullmrruI |
500 5. \ickaria Averue PRESIDIMNG JUDGE Sanidy E S, Chosine il e b

Vanbura, CA S3005

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO 2001-2002 GRAND JURY REPORT ENTITLED THE NEED
FOR AUTOMATIC ELECTRONIC DEFIBRILLATORS IN VENTURA COUNTY

Diear Judge Clark

The City has reviewed the 2001-2002 Ventura County Grand Jury repon enliflsd The Neod
for Aufomatle Electrome Defibnlatons & Venlwa Cownly.  As requested two copies of this
respanse are being provided 1o the Grand Jury

Findings

The Grand Jury's letter of February 21, 2002 requested thad the City of Ventura siate whathar
we concur, cancur in part, or disagree with the Grand Jury's finds as wall as explain the
reasons why we disagree, in whobe of pan, with each applicable finding

The Cily of Venbwra concurs with the findings F-1 through F-3, F-5 through F-7, and F-8
through F-12, We concur in part, with F-4 and F-8 as explained in the followng notations:;

F-2  The only fealment for venlncwler fbrfaffon s an sdmindstered shook called
dafibiation. American Heart Associeion sfudies show  Coaciopalmonmany
Resuscitabon (GPR), prompd defibeation amd tmely ravnseor o a hospitad selfing
greally increase the chance of surevad  For sach minute thal defitinllstion is defayed,
the chance of sundval is reduced by 7-10%. Defbrnlabion aormimsiered withie the first
five minutes after the onsel of venfncular fbrfakian ncoeases the chance of sureival by
0%, The survival rale g enfbuncid furfher @ GPR has hean adminisfesd,

Defirillation i the definilive freatment for ventricular fibrllation and we agres that
prosmipd defibrillation should be the infial treatment fior ventricular fibrillation.  There are
some cases of vendricular fibrllation, however, which do not respond to defiballation
alone and require coygenation and medication therapy along with defibrillation.  Also,
some candiopulmonary amests do not mesult in wentncular fibrillation making the AED
inaffective.

1 Poli Srreer ® POY Box W & Nepmara, Calfornia ® 930020009 « (BD5) 654-TA00 « FAN (805) 652-0865
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F-8 The AED uses compuler technology fo analyze the cardiac rhythm and tell the trained
operafor when fo use the machine appropriafely. Therefore, the [ayperson does nof
have o be knowledgeable of cardiae dydtvm fo defibritale 8 wickim of sudden cardiac
dealh.

Although we agree with the wording in F-8, we think it is imporant to nofe that the
layperson does have to be knowledgeable about when to use the AED and any special
conditions that may require additional actions, i.e. the presence of a pacemaker of wet
surfaces.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In addition, the Grand Jury's letter of February 21, 2002 requests that the Cily Managers as
well as various other County agencies and boards provide the responses to
Recommendations F-1, R-2, and BE-3,

R-1  Initiate the widespread placement of AEDs and CPR lrained operafors throughouwt all
county and city facilities where large numbers of people or ‘at nsk’ citizens congregate
Locations for consideralion would wcluce oy halls, courthouses, jails, awdidonums,
Wbraries, senior citizens” centers, high schools, and golf courses, as well as units
avalalle for use af concers, fairs, and other large avenls.

Implemented

Ventura City Fire Department has operated a firsl-responder AED program since 1088,
There are seven AEDs strategically placed throughout the city on fire companies and sixty-
eight personnel trained in their use.  In addition, American Medical Response ambulance
senvics has four ambulances equipped with defibrillatars statoned throughout the city.  We
are in the process of obtaining an AED for the Harbor Patrol and have nitiated the training
neaded for mmplemeniation.  In 2001, AEDs were placed at both Olivas Park and
Buanavaniura Golf Courses.

Ventura City Fire Depariment recently purchased Medtronic Physio-Control Lifepak 12
defibrilators o integrate with the County EMS AED program, (see map of AED locations). In
addition, Ventura City Fire Depariment trains approximately 250 persons per year in their
citizen CPR program supporting the chain of survival in the city

R-2 Support the Verlura County Emergency Medical System's affempt lo coordinale the
ulitizafion and training reguired for the proper use of AEDs throwghoul the County

Response 8 - City of San Buena Ventura (continued)

3-17



Final Report 2001-2002 Ventura County Grand Jury

The Honorable Bruce A. Clark

Page 3
April 8, 2002

Implemented

The City has supported Ventura County EMS's attempis o coordinate the utilizaton and
training of AEDs throughout the county by the Fire Department's aclive parbicipation in the

Prehespital Services Committes and by working to integrate our defibrillation program with
the public access defibrillators

R=-3 The ciy and county gowverning bodies iniiale an incentive program which wauild
gncourage the purchase of AED unifz and the fraining of emplopees in thelr use af
business locafions throughaut the Counly

Requires further study

The City sirongly supports and encourages the increased use of AEDs in our city. The City
will partner with the County and olher cities in the efforts to support PAD programs.

The City recognizes thal making early defibrillation mare readily available will Increase the
chancd of surdival from cardiac ammest and mprove the emergency medicsl care provided o
the citizans of Vaniura.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Grand Jury's report. Please feel free to
contact Fire Chief Dennis Downs at (B05) 338-4310 F any additional information is needed.

Smcenshy,

FQ'W‘—MJ :(ﬂ—ﬂ-l"_al'_#l.,rl-

Donna Landernos
Wentura City Manager

o, City Council

Attachiment

Response 8 - City of San Buena Ventura (continued)
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Honorable Bruce A. Clark ' J{F
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court [:'f"'é
Weniura County Hall of Justice L P
800 South Victoria Avenus | J
Veniura, CA 93009 HE

Daar Judga Clark:

The: City of Oxnard has reviewed the 2001-2002 Ventura County Grand Jury report
entilled "Tha Nesd lor Automatic Elecirenic Delibnllators in Venlura County.” We agres
with the findings af the repart with the Tollowing nolations:

Findings

F-4  Dafibrilkatan is the defindive traatment lor vénltricular fibrllation and we
agree thal prompt defirillation should be the initial ireatment for
wentricular fibrlation. There are some cases of venltricular fibrillalion,
however, which do nof respond to defibrillation and requine oxygenation
and medication therapy along with defibrillaton. And some cardio-
pulmonary amests do nol result in ventricular fibrillation making the AED
ineffective,

F-8  Although we agres with the wording in F-8, we think it is impoand 1o nole
that the layperson doea have bo be knowledgeable aboul wihen o use e
AED and any special conditions thal may require additional actions: ie.,
1he presence of a pacamaker or wal surlaces.
The City has or will implemant the recommendation as follows:
Recommendabons

F-1  Impamented

The City of Oxnard has operated a first responder AED progeam since
19490, There are nime AEDs sirategically placed throughout the City on

‘-#— .—_____-_L

Cily Manager's Office

Response 9 - City of Oxnard
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fire apparatus and 78 personnel are tratned [n their use. In addition, Gold
Coast Ambulance Service has six ambulances and three supervisor
vehicles equipped with defibrillators stationed throughout the City. In Agpril
2002, River Ridge Golf Course put an AED in service and trained 85
personnel in its use, The City will continue to evaluate additional locations
for tha polential placement of AEDs.

R-2 Implemented

The City has supported Ventura County EMS's attempis to coordinale the
utilization and training of AEDs throughout the county by the fire
depariment’s aclive participation in the Prehospital Services Committea
and by working to integrate our defibrillation program with the public
access defibrllators.

R-3  Requires further study

The City strongly supporis and encourages the increased use of AEDs in
our City. The City will further support PAD programs by:

o Pursuing funding sources

o Investigating other incentive programs

o Exploring appropriate locations for AEDs in high-risk or high-
dansity populations.

By making early defibrillation more available, we increasa the chance of
survival from cardiac arrest and improve the emergency medical care
provided to the cilizens of Osnand

‘I;":' --l"ll '::-.. el |-
Edmund F. Solelo
City Manager

Response 9 - City of Oxnard (continued)
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Map of AED/Defibrillator Locations in the city of Ventura
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