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1.0 Background & History 
1.1 Background 
The property was purchased by James V. Zaleski on August 15, 2005 from Dorothy 
Fielding. The property was called Rainbow Ranch and appears that way on the USFS 
topographic map. Ms. Fielding purchased it on 1995 from Stanford Drucker who in turn 
had purchased it from the Los Angeles chapter of the Boys Scouts of America in 1979. 
The Boys Scout named the ranch Circle B Ranch. Prior to that it had been owned by 
Rory Calhoun the movie actor who operated the ranch as a guest ranch under the name 
Rocking Star Ranch. Mr. Calhoun sold the ranch to the Boys Scouts in 1968. It is not 
clear when Calhoun purchased the ranch from but it might have been form the Lathrop's 
who acquired the ranch in 1902. Lathrop operated the ranch as a fish and game resort 
under the names Lathrop Camp and Hotel Sespe starting in 1905. Prior to that the 
property was homesteaded by William Roberts in 1894. In May, 2010 Zaleski renamed 
the ranch, Sespe Creek Ranch and transferred the title to the Sespe Creek Ranch LLC 
which is owned by Mr. Zaleski and his wife Beverly. 

Sespe Creek Ranch consists of four 40 acre parcels 015-0-010-150, 160, 170, & 180. It 
has permitted access over a USFS road of about 1 mile which then continues another 3/4 
mile to the cabin site which is on parcel -180. The address of the ranch is 19737 
Maricopa Hwy, Ojai, CA 93023. The mail box is located about 15 miles away near the 
Wheeler Springs USRS ranger station. The four parcels have a common water agreement 
to a well located on parcel -014 and a 23,000 gallon water storage tank located on parcel -
180. In addition the ranch has historical riparian water rights to the Sespe Creek. There 
are dilapidated stables located on parcel -140. There is a second well on the property on 
parcel -140. The ranch is an off-grid, self sufficient ranch with no public utilities. Solar 
PV panels provide the electrical power, water is provided by well, and there are septic 
tanks for sanitation. There is also a propane tank on the property. Cabin heating is 
currently by wood burning and propane but the project plans to change to solar hot water 
space heating. 

The cabin site on parcel -180 consists of five structures: 3,000 sq ft main cabin, 1,400 sq 
ft managers cabin, 600 sq ft other cabin, 200 sq foot tool shed, and a 200 sq ft screened 
enclosure on piers. Only the main cabin is registered as the Ventura County Historical 
Landmark #94 which was designated as such in 1984 and is the subject of the restoration 
and remodel project. 

The structures were in disrepair when Zaleski took over the ranch. Clean up was done 
and repairs made to the main cabin over a several years. Repair and clean up was also 
done to the managers cabin which has been redesignated the "Guest Cabin". During the 
winter of 2009 rain collapsed the roof of the main cabin in the kitchen and a bedroom 
area. During "Do it yourself' repairs more structural rotting was discovered and the 
repair project was expanded to bedrooms in the south wing of the cabin. Ultimately a 
decision was made to remodel the main cabin in its entirety with the goal of restoring the 
historic portion of the cabin. Plans were drawn up and completed in the fall of 2010. 
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1.2 History  
The ranch is located in a valley north of Rose Valley below Pine Mountain and is 
surrounded by the Los Padres National Forest. The Sespe Creek flows through the 
property. 

There is a significant history file on the ranch can be found in the Ventura County 
Historical files so only a brief overview will be reported here. 

It is said that the main cabin was constructed between 1830 and 1860 (5.1) and was used 
as part of a mail carrier trail that ran along the Sespe Creek from the San Joaquin Valley 
to o the Los Angeles area (5.2). The first recorded evidence of a cabin was when 
William Roberts applied for a homestead on July 9, 1894 (5.3). Paul and Herbert Lathrop 
farmed the property in 1900 and in 1902 ownership was transferred from Melvin Hurst to 
Walter Lathrop. It is reported that the cabin was first shown on a survey map dated 
March, 1885 but the location of this survey map is unknown. The cabin is shown below 
on the 1903 USG survey map which was reprinted in 1932_ 

Herbert Lathrop turned the ranch into resort known as Lathrop Camp or Hotel Sespe. He 
was killed in a hunting accident in 1914. The property stayed in the Lathrop family and 
the main cabin survived the Matilija fire in 1932. Rory Calhoun the movie actor 
purchased the property in the 1950's converting it to a guest ranch called the Rocking 
Star Ranch. 
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2.0 Remodel & Restoration Objectives 
2.1 Project Scope 
The purpose of this project is to remodel the main cabin bringing it up to current building 
standards; fully develop its self sufficiency capabilities; improve its green  profile; 
improve fire  protection; and  restore the  historical properties of the structure. 

Electrical  —  existing electrical old, unsafe wiring will be replaced with UL wiring meeting 
all  building codes. Surface  mounted  wiring  in the log wall rooms will be removed and 
replaced  with  in-wall/in-slab wiring thereby reducing safety ha7ards. 

Plumbing  —  stained  and leaky fixtures will be  replaced; old,  corroded,  not  insulated 
galvanized pipes with be  replaced with up to  code PVC pipe and pex; pipes will be 
insulated and in-slab or in-wall be not in exterior walls. The winter of  2007  was harsh 
and five pipes inside the  cabin froze and burst. 

Heating  —  is the biggest problem and prevents comfortable four season use. Heating is by 
wood  burning  fireplaces,  a wood  burning stove, and supplemental propane  heaters. 
When arriving in the winter, the interior cabin  temperature  is about 42F and it takes about 
8 hours of wood burning to get up  to  60F. Overnight the temperature will drop  back 
down to 50-55F. There  is  no thermal insulation in the log rooms where  the wood ceilings 
have corrugated  metal over them serving as the roof. The windows are single  pane.  A 
new roof will be installed with an attic space and a minimum of R19 insulation 
throughout. All windows will  be  replaced with dual  pane windows. Heating will  be by 
solar hot water space heating using in-floor  radiant  heating. 

Self-Sufficiency  —  with an upgraded structure a 100% "off-grid" capability can be 
achieved: electrical service  via  PV solar panels and batteries; solar hot water space 
heating using radiant in-floor heating; improved plumbing for  personal  consumption  of 
well water and efficient septic tank use. 

Improved green profile  —  solar hot water space heating will replace prior heating via 
wood burning fireplaces and stoves reducing air pollution to  zero;  propane use will be 
minimized with a goal of zero usage; leaky sewer  lines  will  be  repaired  or replaced. 

Improved fire protection  —  fire protection is  improved  with construction methods meeting 
all  building codes for high fire areas. 

Restore historical properties of the main cabin  —  demolish and  replace  inappropriate 
"non-historic" two bedrooms and  one bath  with  a  larger single  bedroom and bath  using 
reclaimed,  antique timbers to create a  log  structure on  the  south side  opposing  the historic 
log structure to the north. Replace the flat corrugated metal roof with a historic gabled, 
split pitch  roof  using fire retardant  wood  shake  shingles. Replace rotted  logs,  underpin 
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the logs with concrete footings, use all-thread through rods through the logs for seismic 
stiffening, and replumb leaning log walls. Repair, repoint, and improve existing stone 
walls. Repair the fireplaces by replacing frozen-open dampers, correct masonry/wood 
clearances, and reface fireplace fronts with stone quarried from the site. Restore the 
flooring including the stone and wood areas. Douglas fur wood flooring was covered 
with glue-down linoleum or was painted. In the process installing new roof structure, the 
wood ceilings were removed, numbered and stored for installation when the roof is 
complete. The antique wood burning stove and kitchen cook stove will be repaired and 
restored; the any other fixtures that are salvageable will be restored and reused. 

In total the project consists of: 

• 2976 sq ft existing as-built cabin 
• 904 sq ft of area to be demolished 
• 1788 sq ft of new construction 
• 3854 sq ft total finished area 
• 676 sq ft covered porches 
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2.2 Historic Lathrop Cabin  
The historic Lathrop cabin site and main cabin are shown below. 

Lathrop Cabin Site 

Main Cabin 	Manager Cabin 	 Telegraph Line Unknown Cabin 

Lathrop Main Cabin 
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Below is a drawing showing the three cabins per tnis rusLoricai 

Three Cabins 
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Another interpretation of cabin 1 and "cabin 2 which had a common wall with cabin I" is 
that cabin 1 and cabin 2 was simply a one multi-room cabin. It is not known why two 
structures with a common wall would be considered two separate cabins rather than a 
multi room single cabin. Since the record states the Lathrop added four rooms a plausible 
explanation of the cabin early history would be: 
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• 1900 cabin consisted of one 20'2" x 15'5" cabin to the east and one 26'4" x 15' 
cabin to the west separated by 8' 

• In 1905 Lathrop added four rooms; this could be the entry/bath filled in between 
the two cabins plus three rooms which encompassed the area previously called 
cabin 2 with an size of 28'6' x 15'6"; in reality this area was discovered to be 
larger when the kitchen walls were opened up showing logs that outline another 
10 x 14' area to the south. 

The following photos show the logs extending south toward the stone room and forming 
another 10 x 14' area. 
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Below is a drawing showing this interpretation of two cabins with the four rooms added. 
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Two Cabins with 4 Rooms Added 
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1935 Lathrop Family Remodel  
It appears that the Lathrop family remodeled and improved the cabin in 1935. This is 
evidenced by a corner stone dated as such as shown below. Unfortunately the photo 
taken has the corner stone temporarily covered by wall studding. 

The date stone is in the SE corner of the lounge room stone wall which shows this room 
was added during the 1935 remodel. A fireplace is included with a red brick chimney so 
this must have been added at that time. One can then assume that all the other red brick 
chimneys in the cabin were installed during this remodel including the living room, 
bedroom #1, bedroom #2, and bedroom #3. The three bedrooms all have 2x6 rough 
redwood framing and red brick chimney fireplaces so it can be assumed that these three 
rooms were added during the 1935 remodel. The earliest interior photos are from 1984 
and they show lannon stone facing on the fireplaces. This facing was either applied 
during the 1935 remodel or afterwards by either Mr. Calhoun or the Boy Scouts because 
lannon stone was a popular material in the 1950's — 1970's. 

The 1935 remodel would have resulted in the following alterations and additions: 

1935 Lathrop Remodel 
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In addition the chinking in the log rooms was reworked during this remodel. The rework 
of the log chinking was discovered while examining the log walls. The original 3-4" 
wide chinking was reworked on the interior side of the walls with wood inserts to made 
the chinking narrower. This results in "double chinking" making the walls smoother 
which provides a more finished look for the interior walls. In the process of doing this, 
newspaper was used for insulation so a 1933 edition of the Ventura County Star and 
September 9, 1934 edition of the Los Angeles Examiner were found between the logs. 

Exterior side normal chinking 

Interior side double chinking 
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Wood fill strips with newspaper insulation 

Wood fill strips 
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Revised Historic Record 
Based on these investigations and findings a revised historical record would be 
established: 

1900 — two log cabins existed and date of construction is unknown but some speculate 
the mid-1800's and that they were used by mail couriers from the San Joaquin Valley 
who ran their horses "pony express style" along the trails along the Sespe Creek to reach 
the Los Angeles area" (5.2). The east cabin is 20' x 15'5" and the west cabin is 26'4" x 
15'. The cabins are separated by 8' and "a stable sat between the two buildings and this 
was the alpha and omega of the Sespe way station where the couriers exchanged their 
horses" (5.2). 

1905 — Lathrop added four rooms on to the west cabin which are shown on the As-Built 
drawings as the entry/bath between the cabins, dining room, open room, and kitchen. At 
sometime a stone store room as added. 

1935 — Lathrop family added the lounge room, east entry, bedroom #2, bath #2, bedroom 
#3, and bath #3 as shown on the As-Built drawings. They also reworked the log 
chinking. 

1960-1970's — bedroom & bath #3 were remodeled, and bedroom #4 was added_ 

2011- Main cabin remodeled and restored per the plan 
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Historic and Non-historic structures 
Whatever way one believes the main cabin evolved, the historic rooms are the same and 
the existing main cabin is a blend of historic and non-historic structures. For the 
purposes of this project the term "historic" relates to the historic time period of the 
Lathrop Camp landmark in the 1905. This is different than the Ventura county definition 
of "historic" which means any structure over 50 years old. 

The approach of this project is to restore and preserve the historic rooms and replace the 
non-historic rooms with new construction using an architectural design and materials that 
are consistent with the historic structures. 

Using this definition the historic rooms are the three log rooms and stone store room. All 
other rooms are non-historic including those rooms added in the 1935 remodel and later. 

The project scope then is as follows: 

Rooms to be demolished and rebuilt — north entry, north bath, master bath, kitchen, east 
entry, south wing bedrooms and bath 

Eh Rooms to be Demolished 
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Sedroom..1 

Master BR 
Move Here 

Historic Rooms to be Restored  — bedroom #1, living room, dining room, and stone store 
room 

Histonc Rooms to Be Restored 

Stone 
ROOM 

Non-historic Rooms to be Restored or Rebuilt— north entry/bath, master bedroom & bath, 
breakfast, kitchen, east entry, south wing bedroom and bath 

Non Historic Rooms to be Restored or Rebuilt 

     

 

Bedroom & 
Bath 
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New Rooms to be Added — Dining room and mechanical room 

New Rooms Added 

t 

----- Dining Room 

       

     

        

 

Mechanical Room 
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2.3 As Built Main Cabin  
Below is an elevation drawing of the cabin exterior as it existed prior to restoration and 
remodeling in 2010. 

The classic gabled, split pitch roof was lost over the years and was replaced with an 
almost flat corrugated metal roof. The roof was raised two feet above the log walls. 
Clear story windows were added in the living room and the south wing bedroom #3 was 
remodeled and bedroom #4 was added. The logs were painted red as was the entire 
building. 
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Below are photos of the building exterior prior to the start of the project. 
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2.4 Proposed Remodeled cabin  
The proposed remodeled cabin is shown below. Pertinent features include: the gabled, 
split pitch roof restored, the corrugated metal roof replaced with cedar shake, replacing 
the windows throughout with dual pane windows, the covered porch on north side rebuilt, 
south bedroom wing replaced with a log structure using reclaimed antique logs, stone 
store room incorporated into the main cabin structure, brick chimneys refaced with stone 
quarried from the site, and paint removed from the logs restoring their natural color. 

MI 

, 

- 
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3.0 Demolition & Rebuilding 
As previously mentioned for purposes of this project the term "historic" applies to those 
structures of the time frame of the Lathrop Camp historic landmark in 1905. The "non-
historic" structures consist of additions and remodeling during and after 1935. 

3.1 Demolition of Non-Historic Rooms  
The non-historic structures demolished are shown on the demolition plan below and 
include: the master bathroom, north side entry/bath, kitchen, east entry, and south wing 
consisting of bedrooms #3, 4 and a bathroom. 

Rooms to be Demolished 
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The demolition occurred in May, 2010. At first it was thought that some of the materials 
could be kept and reused as such the early demolition was done by hand. But that turned 
out impractical because the building materials used was of low quality and much if it 
rotted and unusable when the walls and ceiling were opened up. So equipment was 
brought in to do the demolition. Dumpsters were used and all debris was hauled away 
and properly disposed of by MarBorg Industries 
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The rooms demolished are shown below before demolition. 

North Entry/Bath 
These were seriously rotted and had to be removed. However only the north wall and the 
bath north and south walls were removed because the east and west wall are log walls 
common with the east bedroom and living room. 

North Entry 
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North Entry Bath #1  

Kitchen 
Photo shows collapsed ceiling in 2009 winter rains 
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Kitchen west wall 

East Entry 
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Bath #2 (Master Bath)  
Exterior photo is shown below because no interior photos exist. 

South Wing Bedroom #3  
This was added in the 1935 remodel and reworked in the 1960-1970's with 2x4 walls 
with drywall and slab flooring. The fireplace was covered over with drywall 

441 
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South Wing bathroom #3  
Photo taken during demolition,  no other photos available  
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3.2 Restore & Rebuild Cabin  
Below is the proposed floor plan for the new, rebuilt and restored main cabin. Some of 
the room names or functions have been changed as follows: 

As Built Name 	 New Name  
Bedroom #1 	 Guest Bedroom 
Bath #1 	 Remodeled Bath 
Dining 	 Office 
Sitting 	 Lounge 
not labeled 	 Gaming 
Kitchen 	 Breakfast/Entry 
Pantry/Storage 	 Kitchen 
Entry 	 Main Entry 
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In addition to restoring and rebuilding specific rooms, several other construction elements 
have been undertaken and have significant impact. 

New Roof 
The construction of the new roof over the entire building footprint required the temporary 
removal of the wood ceilings in the rooms that are not to be demolished. The wood 
ceiling planks and beams were removed and are stored for reinstallation upon completion 
of the roof 

Wood ceilings  — wood planks and beams 
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Log Floor Joists 
Living room & dining room 

32 

Wood Flooring 
Installing concrete slabs for the radiant in-floor heating necessitated the removal of 
the floors throughout. The floors in the historic log rooms were wood and in the non-
historic and stone room were concrete. The wood flooring was removed and is stored 
for reuse in a glue down on slab installation. 

However when the wood flooring was removed from the log rooms, it was found the 
whole logs were used for the floor joists. Since slab are being used in these rooms the 
log floor joists were removed. This is the only part of the project where historic 
elements were removed from the cabin. While not being reused as floor joists it is 
planned to reuse these logs for repair of the log walls as needed. 



•••,. 	_ 
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Dining room area — floor joists logs were replaced a 1990's repair 

Bedroom #1 — log floor joist modified with added lumber at some time in the past 

33 



Log floor oists saved for use in lo wall repair 

Windows  
All the windows in the cabin were removed and will be replaced with energy efficient 
and fire rated dual pane glass windows. In addition glass blocks were removed from 
the structure and are restored for reuse in other areas. 
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Fixtures  
Typically in a restoration project various fixtures are removed for reuse. However in 
this case the only a few fixtures were found to be reusable and they are a wood 
burning pot belly stove, kitchen cooking stove, and a few light fixtures. 
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Log Refinishing 
The logs were painted red in the past and the paint was removed and the natural color 
and finished of the logs restored. 
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Historic Rooms to Be Restored 

3.2.1 Restoring Historic Rooms 

Living Room 
The living room will be basically unchanged except the fireplace is to be refaced with 
stone quarried from the site and a window is changed to a door to access the new 
screened porch. 
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New Screened Porch  
A new screened porch has been added to replace the original porch that was lost over the 
years. 

Bedroom #1 (East Bedroom)  
This room is basically the same except that the fireplace is being refaced with stone that 
is  •  uarried on site. 

In addition some of the logs in the west and east walls have rotted and the wall is sinking 
so the log wall will be repaired. 

38 



Office/Game Room  
These rooms will be left as is except for the reflooring and new windows. 



Non Historic Rooms to be Restored or Rebuilt 

3.2.2 Rebuilding of Non-Historic Rooms 
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North Entry/Bath  
Because these rooms were rotted especially in the bathroom, these rooms were partially 
demolished leaving the east and west log walls which are common with bedroom #1 and 
the living room. The entry plank door has been saved for reuse in the same location. 

Master Bedroom (Bedroom #2)  
This room is basically the same except that the fireplace is being refaced with stone that 
is quarried on site. In addition the north wall is pushed out 5' and a door added to access 
the screened porch. 
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Master Bath 
This room is being rebuilt from scratch in a new location to the west of the master 
bedroom. 

Lounge 
This room is basically the same except that the fireplace is being refaced with stone 
that is quarried on site. 

Breakfast 
This room is being rebuilt from scratch and is effectively new construction. 
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Kitchen 
The kitchen is being relocated in the stone store room which is being enlarged. As 
such half of the stone wall was removed and will be reinstalled. The cooking stove 
will be restored and reused. 
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East Entry, South Wing Bedroom and Bath #3  
These rooms are effectively new construction. The perimeter walls were built using 
antique, reclaimed cedar logs from a 100+ year old barn from Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 
They were supplied by Mountain Lumber Company in Virginia. 
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3.2.3 Adding New Rooms  
Two new rooms are being added. 

Dining room  
This is new construction with the room being added west of the as-built kitchen. 

Mechanical Room 
The mechanical room houses the electrical panel, in-floor heat pumps and valves, boiler, 
and water storage tanks. 
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4.0 Completed Project 
The project when completed will have restored and preserved a historic landmark, 
replaced non-historic, inappropriate portions of the structure with historically compatible 
design and materials, and will have enhanced the owner's use and quality of living. 

.1 McCormack -I.. Etter,  /  Prthitects. LLP 
zky 444- 4  v4 400 Broad Slreel 	 Lake Germva. WI 53144 

(.262,248-8391 	 reo.121521 
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GREENWOOD AND ASSOCIATES 
72S JACON WAY 

PACIFIC PALtSACICS, CALIFORNIA 170272 

12131 A54 - 1091 OR 879-5791 

February 25, 1986 

County of Ventura 

Resource Management Agency 

Planning Division 

Attention: Mr. Ron Allen 

800 S. Victoria Ave. 

Ventura, CA 93009 

Re: Archaeological Survey of the 

Drucker Property along Sespe 

Creek, Ventura County 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

This letter report summarizes the results of a Phase 1 

archaeological survey of the Sanford I. Drucker property 

(Township 5 North, Range 22 West, and portions of Sections 4 and 

5) in Ventura County, California. The field work was conducted 

by John M. Foster, Principal Investigator and Enid Robinson crew 

member. The field work was performed on February 25, 1986. 

The project area is located on private land within the Los Padres 

National Forest in a area north of Rose Valley and overlapping 

Sespe Creek. As per your instructions Greenwood and Associates 

did not conduct any survey of the ridge tops or areas north of 

Sespe Creek. In addition there was no evaluation of the 

historical resources within the overall project area. 

Background research for the project consisted of reviewing maps 

at the Archaeological Clearinghouse at the Archaeological Survey, 
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University of California at Los Angeles. One known historical 

site a circa 1830 to 1860 log cabin is known to be on the 

property. 

The field work consisted of an intensive surface survey of the 

project area as per your request of Feburary 21, 1986. 

Essentially this consisted of pad 'A' and a 100 meter area 

immediately south of Sespe Creek (Figure 2) which extended along 

the length of the project area. Portions of the project area in 

the north (diagonal lines, Figure 2) could not be intensively 

surveyed due to steep slopes and dense vegetation. Vegetation 

consisted of a dense growth of chaparral and riparian plants with 

a ground visibility of approximately 20%. During the 

investigtion of pad 'A' two quartzite rocks (core and flake?) 

were observed that may have been modified by prehistoric 

inhabitants. Although these items may have been the result of 

purposeful use their ambiguous nature ie., lack of well defined 

flake scars and indication of usage suggests that they may also 

be natural. Several geotest pits within the area of the pad were 

examined for further evidence of cultural materials. None were 

observed. Lacking corroborative data these items are interpreted 

as not being of cultural manufacture. 

It is the conclusion of this report that no cultural resources 

will be adversely affected by expected impacts. If further 

development is planned, outside the boundaries of the surveyed 

area, it is recommended that additional archaeological surveys 

and evaluations be conducted, particularly on the ridgetops and 

flats north of Sespe Creek. 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Greenwood and Associates 

q.t 
John M. Foster 
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Heritage: The original structure that was part of this mail-riders' stop, right, has bee 
incorporated into the present house configuration. Over the years, a number of owncl 
have added touches to modernize the home, but it still maintains its rustic appeal. 

natural, just as it has always 
been. 

No glitz allowed. 

Located one-mountain over 
from Rose Valley. the ranch is 
about 18 miles north of' Ojai. It 
is gated and private. Few pee- 

pie are allowed visits. 

Appointments are necessary 
to see the ranch_ Kusy. who 
until recently worked in Monte-
cite_ has since joined Caldwell 
Banker in Ventura. 

"It's a unique piece of prop- 

erty Even though 	only it 
acres. it feels like 50.11110 acr. 
because it is surrounded by ti 
Los Padres." Kusy said. 

The Sespe Wilderness Art 
sits just across its proper 
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express stop: The ranch house nestled under pine trees, left,- is a-comfortable place-and a survivor of natural disasters. 

ve- 
Nils. the Sespe runs right 
rough it. miles upstream, 

mild you. from anyplace a Los 
igeles fly fisherman could 
spa to get to. 

teal tor-to-the-wealthy Jay 
sy of Ventura said it is 

waiting a special buyer, a rug-
d sort who longs for Montana 
.dness but who must remain 
se to Los Angeles. 

certain third-world sheik 
.ent. for instance, who has the 
Iney. would he offended if 
sy showed the ranch 1.0 him, 
sy said, "I doubt if I'd be 

-Lted to show the sheik any- 

Exclusive ranch 
above Ojai has 
°us ed history 

thing again." 
The sheik is pristine stables. 

blue grass and hunt club..The 
rainbow is wild, wild west, 
Kusy said: 

It would be like packing gild-
ed tea cups to a high chaparral 
camp fire, with old-time cow-
boy star Rory Calhoun spinning 
tall tales over tin cups of raw 
whiskey. 

Indeed, Western movie-star  
Rory Calhoun owned the ranch  
in the 16511s. He briefly toyed 
with the idea of turning it into 
a dude ranch but decided to 
keep it as his personal retreat 
from the fast lane and relished 
its wildness. 

Calhoun Finally sold it to the 
Boy Scouts, who dubbed it the 
Circle B Ranch.  They used it 
for Jamborees and summer 
camps. 

Today, the Rainbow Valley 
_Ranch. so-named in 1979 by_  
Sanford Drucker of Ojai. who 
bought it front the Boy Scouts, 
remains rugged and raw and all 

I $4 million: 165-acre 
Inch was once owned 
y Boy Scouts.' 

TY DAVE STORE 
calf writer-  " 

At $•1 million, the 165-acre 
..Jinbow Valley Ranch high  
mve jai is certainly exclu- 

3roker masters the art of gathering information 
ik 1  Loiumbo:  1101)  You might say it functions 
e 	 Chtatcy-lnuizitt;',stgel trap.- 

clear, i Can then e.o out into the 
lictti anti du ray Colman) run- 

i to 	tutuw•t•t.:n= 
I. give them the 
tel.'s say. 	ratan .1 
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GORIN: Real estate broker Bob Rosenberg goes after information like Columbo 
Continued from Dl 

of the interaction with all the 
players. What I mean by this is 
that I try to perform when the 
time Is right for. let's say, a 
store manager. I want to try to 
catch him when he's not too 
busy. And by 'coming into his 
store at an opportune time and 
buying a hot dog. taco, burger. 
or any item he has for sale. I've 
positioned myself as a cus-
tomer. The prop has conferred 
this important status by giving 
use an assumed reason for 
being there. The manager can't 
just dismiss me. (Nor call I dis-
miss the Fuct that I continu-
ously battle alt overweight 
problem as a result of all the 

props I consume9 

"My philosophy Is that there 
are answers everywhere to the 
questions usually on my mind 
- questions which might con-
cern how the local government 
deals with developers, redevel-
opment projects on the drawing 
board which !night impact on 
traffic counts. franchises ag-
gressively making plans to 
move into a marketplace -
things of this sort. You'd be 
surprised who can provide 
input to help you address these 
concerns. Secretaries. mainte-
nance persons. waitresses, and 
maids often overhear what 
their higher-ups are planning. 
to do. and perhaps don't under-
stand the significance of their  

passing on certain kinds of In-
formation to Inc as we chit-
chat. 

"I'm constantly aware of the 
fact that if I can demonstrate a 
real interest In what people 
have to say and can steer a con-
versation in a certain direction 
without breaking the natural 
flow 	of the 	C01111111.11118611011, 
there's very little Information I 
can't get my hands on. 

"Occasionally 	vary my tac- 
tics. Like the time I walked into 
a Burger King restaurant as 
part of a certain client's site 
evaluation. The manager was 
dog-tired and all she wanted to 
do was close up end go home. 
tried the 'how's business?' ap-
proach. and that didn't work. 

So I shifted over to my 'I chal-
lenged you to prove it to me' 
approach. I laid down the 
gauntlet by saying, 'I don't see 
how you folks can be doing that 
well with such-and-such restau-
rants pulling in reams of cus-
tomers night after night' Five 
minutes after throwing this 
well-timed and superbly acted 
out challenge (if I do say so my-
self), this gal was literally fol-
lowing ine out the door in order 
to convince me that her restau-
rant was really the superior 
one. And, of course, she backed 
up her contentions with gross 
sales and other pertinent in-
formation - which was what I 
was really after." 

Bob Rosenberg. like Lt. 

Columba, has mastered the art 
of gathering valuable in-
formation because he has per-
fected his ability to listen: to 
words. to facial expressions. to 
body language, and to any other 
nuances of one-on•one com-
munication. He's a great detec-
tive. And detectives don't -
and probably can't - always 
play by the rules and still ac-
qui•e the information essential 
to accomplishing their task. 

Like Columbo, Bob does moth. 
ing illegal. And like Columba, 
he occasionally pulls the wool 
over people's eyes, seducing 
them with their own weak-
nesses and assuniptioas into di-
vulgilig information they would 
never normally give out. 

You gotta like hint. 

And, like Columbo. may he 4; 
ways get his man. 

Mien Gorin is a general crin-
tractor who lives in Thousand 
Oaks. He's also a consultant and 
seminar speaker on the subject 
of remodeling. His latest special 
report. "Bullet Proofing Your 
Home Improvement Contract: 21 
Provisions You Must include 4 
Avoid a Shoot-Out wills You!• 
Contractor, His Subs, and Th0. 
Mechanics' Liens," is available 
for S6.95 plus $2 S&H. Send re-
modeling questions to Building 
Insights, 4-40 Calle Yucca, Thou' 
sand Oaks, Calif., 91360. Tele• 
phone (8051 498-1999. 

WILDERNESS: Exclusive 165-acre  Rainbow  Valley Ranch near Ojai has history 
Continued from Di 

lines. surrounding it in a soli-
lude that is preciously rare this 
close to Los Angeles. 

Drucker's wife. Christine. 
said the ra nch has a way of re-
setting a person's biological 
clock - yanking It from the 
realm of at omic timepieces and 
cellular phones and putting It 
in synch with the rhythms of 
nature. 

"Being u p here Is a ground-
ing experience. You realize 
there is more to life than 20th 
century till stle and bustle," she 
said. -Beim here. I've come to 
appreciate what life was about 
in the 19111 century," 

Visiting the reach Is akin to 

driving back in time. 
AL the ranch's core is its big. 

rambling authentic ranch house 
of hand-hewn logs. Sespe River 
stone and even some adobe. It's 
the sort of place modern archi-
tects have stylized heavily and 
charge fortunes to recreate, 

It is believed to have been 
built in the mid-1800s. when 
nail couriers from the San Joa-
quin Valley raced horses Pony-
Express-style along the trails 
that paralleled the Sespe. It 
was a heavily used thorough-
fare to Los Angeles In those 
days. 

Originally. the house con-
sisted of two side-by-side cub-
Ins. their lags mortised 
Swedish-style. A stable sat be-
tween the two buildings, and  

this was the alpha and omega 
of the Sespe way station, where 
the couriers exchanged their 
horses.  

Later. not long after it was 
homesteaded in the 1900s. the 
ranch became a famous fishing 
camp and hunting lodge run by 
Herb Lathrop, a noted rancher 
and outdoorsman. 

Lathrop, who was killed at 40 
in 1915 alter a hunter mistook 
him for a mountain lion, lav-
ished the buildings with un-
heard of luxuries and made 
many additions. 

He installed running water 
and a bathtub. The old stable 
became tile area's first bath-
room with flush toilets. lie lit 
the lodge at night with acety-
lene lamps. 

So obsessed was he with mak-
ing it the jewel of all hunting 
lodges in the West that Lathrop 
even had a steam engine 
brought up my mute to run a 
saw. washing machine and but-
ter churn. 

And in 1914 he bought a play-
er piano in Ventura, dis-
mantled it, and lashed its piec-
es to pack horses for the trip 
over the mountains, 

"It was guaranteed that no 
hunter would return to Lps An-
geles without a deer." said one 
written account. 

A cozy two-bedroom home. 
fashioned from adobe, was built 
to its retie and became the 
Sespe Hole!. Today It houses 
Drucker's caretakers, 

Lathrop's widow, Mary. who 

was left with one son to raise, 
added extensive rock work. in-
cluding several walls and fire 
places. 

The Boy Scouts. when they 
turned it into a camp, raised 
the original roof line by about 
two feet. The old cabin's ceiling 
was so low that people today 
would hose had to crouch upon 
entering. 

A modern commercial range 
was added to the kitchen. the 
pantry was enlarged and a com-
plete modern plumping and 
electrical system was installed 
by the Navy's Seabees. who ran 
a nearby training camp where. 
until recently', the Sheriff's De-
partment Iniusecl low'-risk pHs- 

II remains. however. Intact as 

a genuinely rustic lodge. one 
that has survived many fires 
and floodings and the meddling 
of modern man, 

Drucker. 74. is selling it with 
much regret. Though still vital 
and healthy, he has a heart 
condition and feels its wiser 'to 
stay close to hospitals. Tee-
phone service has yet to reach 
the ranch. 

"Even in my will. I directed 
the children not to sell it. but 
things change," Drucker said.i.  

He said he hopes It will be 
bought by someone who ee-
spects Its wild nature 115 Mitch 
as he has, "It's a special place. 
and glad for the time we'Ve 
had there." 
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1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

IDENTIFICATION 

TORIC RESOURCES 

Common name- 

C 0 

— Circle B Ranch 

Historic name - Lathrop Camp aka Hotel Sespe 

Street or rural address: 

City 

19737 Rainbow Valley Road 

Olai Zip 93023  County 	Ventura 

Parcel number: 015-0-010-140 

Present Owner: Sanford I. Drucker Address: 2330 Century Hill 

City Los Angeles 	Zip 	90076 	Ownership is: Public 	 Private 	X 

Present Use: Private residence 	Original use: 	Farm, resort hotel, weather station 
-, 

DESCRIPTION 

7a. Architectural style: 3 log cabins, logs cut on the property 
7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 

original condition: 

The Lathrop Camp was originally a group of three cabins, two with a common 
wall. The third cabin faced the others about 6' east of them, the cabins 
are now joined by a bathroom and entry hall. Cabin #1 is 26' 4" by 15' 
and has a fireplace at the west end. Cabin #2 with the common wall is 
28' 6" by 15' 6". Cabin #3 is 20' 2" by 15' 5" with a fireplace. Four 
rooms were added in 1905 and others at a later date. The original roof 
line has been lost and there is a tin roof currently in need of repair. 

Another house of cement block is on the property and local architects 
have dated it to the early 1900's. This house has four rooms with 9' 
ceilings. There is another cabin on the property that was built around 
1955. 

 

Attach Photo(s) Here . Construction date: 

Estimated  1890  Factual 	 

 

   

Architect 	  

  

10. Builder 	  

 

  

11. Approx. property size (in feet) . 

Frontage 	 Depth 	  

or approx. acreage 
 160 acres 

  

12. Datels) of enclosed photograph(s) 

January 1984   

 

      

523 (Rev. 4175) 
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Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 

surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks}: 

NORTH 

13. Condition: Excellent 	Good 	Fair X Deteriorated 	 No longer in existence  
	 E.  

14. Alterations- 4 rooms added in 1905, others at a later date 

  

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land 	Scattered buildings X 	Densely built-up 	 
Residential _ 	Industrial 	Commercial 	Other: 	  

16. Threats to site: 	None known x Private development 	Zoning 	Vandalism 	 

Public Works project 	 Other: 	  

17. Is the structure: On its original site? 	x 	Moved? 	 Unknown? 	  

18. Related features: 
 Apple orchard planted about 1898 

- SIGNIFICANCE 

19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The property was homesteaded in 1894 by William H. Roberts. Paul and Herbert 
Lathrop were farming it in 1900. It became a popular resort known as LathrOp 
Camp or "Hotel Sespe". It was a favorite spot to pack into for hunting 
and fishing. Herbert Lathrop was appointed a forest ranger in 1900, bringing 
the total number of rangers to 13. In 1905 the property was a weather reporting 
station. Herbert Lathrop was killed accidntly when he was shot on December 29, 1914. 
The Ojai newspaper records many events regarding the property which will be included 
on continuation sheets. 

History is continued on attached pages. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 

checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture 	x 	Arts & Leisure 	  

Economic/Industrial 	Exploration/Settlement 	 

Government 	  Military 	  

Religion 	  Social/Education 	  

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 

and their dates). 
Survey map 3/31/85 

Many newspaper articles listed on 
continuation sheets 

22. Date form prepared 
 January 5, 1984 

By (name) 	Joan L. Leister  

Organization 	  

Address: 	19737 Rainbow Valley Road  
City 	Oj ai 	Zip  93023  
Phone: 	647-2329  



ATTACHMENT 

HISTORY OF LATHROP CAMP 

The earliest information regarding this property is in the form 
of a survey map dated March 31, 1885. This map shows a house 
on the property, but it is not known if it is the present one. 

(I have chosen to use newspaper clippings and other written 
information as opposed to word-of-mouth interviews to document 
this property. I find person-to-person interviews can be 
contradictory.) 

1894 - The property was homesteaded by William H. Roberts. 
His patent was dated July 9, 1894, and recorded March 29, 
1895. 
(Inez Haase, April 12, 1895) 

1900 - Paul Lathrop is farming in the Upper Sespe. He has 
3500' of water pipeline, an orchard, grain field, a 
dairy herd, a house with a fireplace and two barns, 
one is new. 
(The Ojai, June 16, 1900) 

Herbert Lathrop has been appointed forest ranger, 
making a total of 13 patrolmen. 
(The Ojai, August 11, 1900) 

1902 - On May 29, 1902, the property was transferred from 
Melvin Hurst to Walter H. Lathrop. 
(County Recorder's Office, Book 83, Page 234) 

1904 - It is said that Herb Lathrop has been very industrious 
lately in fixing up his ranch and cabin for his social 
season. We hear, too, that he, with the help of Kellogg 
and others, has swept the porch, cleaned and got every-
thing in first class shape. A party comprised of Mrs. 
Dickey, Miss Hopkins, Miss Grace Hopkins, Miss Averell, 
Miss Horn, Miss Cochrane and Mr. Arnold went over a 
week ago Wednesday, returning Thursday by Matilija. 
They all declare they had the time of their lives, 
and they think, as the boys do, that Sespe and Herb's 
flapjacks are about right. 
(The Ojai, Thatcher School News, March 26, 1904) 

Herb Lathrop came across the mountains from his popular 
"Hotel Sespe" to take in the 4th. He found Nordhoff 
deserted. The people all gone to Ventura, stores 
closed, and the only one that met his anxious gaze 
was Mr. Raddick sitting in front of his billiard hall. 
(The Ojai, July 7, 1904) 



1905 - Herbert Lathrop came across themountainsThurSday 
and reported the total rainfall at his place was 17.09 
inches.. This does not include the.last few days' rain. 
(The Ojai,  February 4, 1905) 

Lathrop is building a 4 room addition to his "Hotel." 
(The Ojai,  February 18, 1905 

Herb Lathrop the "Sespe Hotel" manager, passed through 
Nordhoff on his way to Los Angeles Thursday evening. 
Herbert says he is not bothered with automobiles in his 
country. 
(The Ojai,  April 22, 1905) 

1906 - Paul Lathrop, who returned about two weeks ago from 
an extended trip east, is much improved in health. 
He visited Buffalo, N. Y., Leavenworth, Kansas and 
many other eastern places. He brought with him Herbert 
Lathrop, his brother from Willink, N. Y., and Ed Hull, 
an old friend from Leavenworth, Kansas. 
(The Ojai,  January 13, 1906) 

The Sespe trip last week was one of the most enjoyable 
ones of the winter. The party consisted of. Mr. Colton, 
Park Arnett, Whitall, Star and the Aliens. After 
exploring the caves and crevices of Peidra Blanca 
on Saturday, the party went back to Lathrop's, where 
they heartily partook of the refreshments served by 
the genial "Herb." The cravings of the inner man 
thus satisfied, everyone forgot his tired limbs in 
an exciting game of seven and a half, which lasted 
well into the night. 
(The Ojai,  Thatcher School News, March 3, 1906) 

Paul Lathrop returned Wednesday from New York where 
he spent the winter. 
(The Ojai,  June 16, 1906) 

Herbert Lathrop reports nearly six inches of rainfall 
on the banks of the Sespe. 
(The Ojai, December 15, 1906) 

1907 - Herbert Lathrop came over the moutain Thursday as a 
guide to a number of Thatcher School students, who 
had spent their vacation in the Sespe. Herb reports 
fifteen inches of rain in the recent storm. He also 
reports more snow in the mountains than he has seen 
in a long time. Pine Mountain is completely covered, 
with only the white enameled pines projecting through 
the white crust. 
(The Ojai,  January 12, 1907) 

-2- 



Last Saturday, after dinner, a party consisting of 
Sperry, Wilkinson and A. Kent started for the Sespe, 
accompanied by Mr. William Kent and Mr. Greene. On 
the way over, Mr. Kent's horse fell with him this 
side of Harrows, but no damage was done. They arrived 
at Lathrop's Camp about 6:30. Here they found Miss 
Slater, Mrs. Hunt, Hertenstein and Slater. 
(The Ojai,  Thatcher School News, April 13, 1907) 

Messrs. Jesse Maddrell, George C. Bartlett and H. Wolfe, 
Oxnard businessmen, stopped at the Ojai Inn Thursday 
on their way to Lathrop Camp to spend a few days fishing. 
(The Ojai,  June 8, 1907) 

Herbert Lathrop, who came in from the Sespe Thursday, 
said that he had 100 boxes of apples from the first 
picking. This is all the fruit that can be stored 
for the winter and sold next spring when the price 
will justify bringing them out. Besides these Herb will 
have another 100 boxes of apples fit to be used for 
cider and stock feed. 
(The Ojai,  October 12, 1907) 

The prevailing high price of apples has induced Herb 
Lathrop to pack some of his excellent fruit out from 
the Sespe. 
(The Ojai,  December 14, 1907) 

1912 - Paul Lathrop, father of Herbert, died of a stroke 
at the Ojai Inn on March 3, 1912. It was noted in 
the Ojai paper on April 5, 1912. 

Herbert Lathrop, aged 38, and Mary V. Harrow, age 17, 
were married in Los Angeles last Saturday. This came 
as a surprise to many who did not know Herb was inclined 
to matrimony_ 
(The Ojai,  June 28, 1912) 

1914 - Herb Lathrop and wife and baby are over from their 
home in the Sespe. The baby, who is not quite a year 
old, is becoming quite adept at horseback riding, 
this being his eighth trip over the trail. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lathrop are enroute to Los Angeles where they are 
taking their son for medical treatment. 
(The Ojai,  January 2, 1914) 

In November, 1914, Herb bought a player piano, dismantled 
it, packed it over the mountain on muleback and reassembled 
it on his ranch. 
(Charles Outland,  Chronological List of Ojai Valley 
News Items, 1871-1915) 
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"HERBERT LATHROP FATALLY SHOT BY ACCIDENT", headlines 
of the January 1, 1915 paper. Herbert Lathrop was 
shot by friend, Floyd Perritt, pitcher for the Los 
Angeles Nine. He mistook him for a wildcat. 

There was a question brought up regarding the age 
of the cabin. The cabins were built sometime either 
late 1800's or very early 1900's. 

The method of putting the logs together is of Swedish 
handhewn dovetailing. The logs were cut on the property 
and were handhewn with a broadaxe. The entire building 
was first put on the ground, but to help in the preserva-
tion it was raised to a foundation. The corner referred 
to by Ms. Haase has never been raised, but will be 
in the near future. In the book, Living With Logs, 
Hancock House Publishers, by Donovan Clemson, there 
is an excellent article and illustration of this type 
of construction. 

The Matilija fire was also a question. After being 
assured by William Friend that the building was not 
burned, I conducted more research and found an article 
in the Ojai newspaper which follows: 

:3-32 - The Lathrop barn, hay and outbuildings burned Sunday 
and the Harrow barn, hay, chicken house and other 
outbuildings went but the houses  in both  cases were 
saved. 
(The Ojai,  September 15, 1932) 

IOAN L. LEISTER, Caretaker 
June, 1984 
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HOMESTEAD OF THE CIRCLE 8  

The property was homesteaded by William H. Roberts. His patent was 
dated 9 July 1894 and recorded 29 March 1895 (County of Ventura, ' 
Homestead Patents,  Book 2, Page 222) 

No check was made on the transfer of Deed, but apparently by 1900 
the property was in the ownership of Paul Lathrop, who had at the 
time several acres of truck gardens, an orchard, grain and alfalfa 
fields which were watered by a 3500 foot water pipe from the Sespe, 
a dairy herd from which he supplied the settlers and campers with 
milk and butter, a neat and comfortable "old-fashioned" house with 
a large fireplace and two barns (one was a large new one) (The Ojai, 
16 June 1900) 

That same year, Herb, his son was appointed a Forest Ranger (The 
Ojai,  11 August 1900) 

It was not uncommon for these Rose Valley-Piedra Blanca settlers 
to make some sort of guest accommodations for hunters and campers. 
Ed Rich (who left the area in 1905), the Lathrops and Pattons all 
had "Resorts" of a kind. 

By 1905 Herb Lathrop had taken over the property and was building 
a four room addition to his "Hotel" (either referred to as "Hotel 
Lathrop" or "Sespe Hotel") (The Ojai,  22 April 1905. The Ojai  
generally placed quotes around Hotel) 

In. November 1914 Herb bought a player piano, dismantled it, packed 
it over the mountain on muleback and reassembled it on his ranch. 
(Ventura Free Press,  27 November 1914). A month later Herb, mis-
taken for a mountain lion was shot and killed (Ventura Free-Press, 
1 January 1915) (The above two items are from Charles F. Du-Eland, 
Chronological List of Ojai Valley News Items, 1871-1915  

John K. Reid, an old time Forest Service Fire Guard, who patrolled 
the Upper Sespe in the late 1930's, remembers the ranch as "a guest 
ranch of sorts" which was called the Circle B (letter,  Reid to 
Haase, dated 30 March 1984) 

MATRIX; FIRE  
Considered one of the most destructive fires in California history 
(in acres), the Matilija Fire started at 10:00 A.M. on 7 September 
1932 in Matilija Canyon, about seven miles west of Lyons Hot Springs 
and by the time it was out on 20 September it had burned a total of 
219,254 acres. 

Everything in its path was either destroyed or nearly destroyed. 
Some ranch structures along the Upper Sespe survived but others 
did not. 
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