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. Executive Summary

his report is meant to answer the primary question “How Many Homeless People' Are

There In The County of Ventura On A Given Day.” The answer is 1,936 adults and
children on a given day.? This represents a 3% increase when compared to last year’s homeless
count of 1,872. Please note that the number of persons who are homeless over the course of a
year is higher. Local, regional, and national data suggests that it is three to four times higher

than the number of persons homeless on a given day.?

While the primary purpose of the count was to find

out how many people were homeless on a given day,

some demographic questions can be answered as well.

The homeless count gathered limited information

about adults only (see Appendix A Count

Instrument). Such information included location (whether a person was counted on the streets
or in a residential facility that serves homeless persons), age, gender, ethnicity, and state born.
Adults were also asked if their “spouse or partner were homeless and living with them” and

“how many of their children under 18 years of age were homeless and living with them.”

A homeless survey was completed during February which provided a wide range of
information from approximately 20% of the number of homeless adults who were counted in
January. Such information included responses to questions concerning domestic violence,
education, foster care, health care, income, mental health care, residency, substance abuse, and

veteran status. The survey is available on www.vchhc.org and www. urban-initiatives.org.

1A person was considered homeless, and thus counted, only when he/she fell within the following HUD-based definition by
residing in one of the following places: a) in places not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, and aban-
doned buildings; b) in an emergency shelter; and c) in transitional housing for homeless persons.

27This report recognizes that there was an undercount of homeless persons. There were a few reports by counters who stated
that some homeless people did not want to be counted. There were also a few reports by homeless service providers who felt
that they may have missed some people who came for services.

3Estimating the number of persons who become homeless annually within the county was derived by examining and
comparing local, regional, and national data. National research, according to the Urban Institute, has shown that approximately
.75% to 1% of a jurisdiction’s general population experiences homelessness during the course of a year (see “How Many
Homeless People Are There?” in Helping America’s Homeless). According to the California Department of Finance,
Demographic Research Unit, there were approximately 800,000 residents in Ventura County in January of 2009. Three fourths
of one percent (.75%) equals 6,000 residents and one percent (1%) equals 8,000 residents.

1
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Il. Background Information

jurisdictions to continue to receive Continuum of Care funding for homeless persons,

!, I \he Department of Housing and Urban Development, as part of its requirements for local

asked local jurisdictional applicants to conduct a point-in-time (on a given day) homeless

count during the last week of January of 2012.

A. WHEN WAS THE 2012 COUNT CONDUCTED?
'The homeless count was conducted throughout the day on January 24, 2012. Identifier
information was also collected to prevent duplication. The count was also conducted in

facilities on January 24th.

B. WHO WAS COUNTED?

A person was considered homeless, and thus counted, only when he/she fell within the HUD-
based definition by residing in one of the places described below:

a. in places not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, and abandoned

buildings;
b. in an emergency shelter; and

c. in transitional housing for homeless persons.

HUD does not consider the following persons to be homeless—persons who are “doubled

up,” or persons who are “near homelessness”™—but considers them to be at risk of becoming

homeless. Such persons were not included in the homeless count.

'The County of Ventura, like many other counties, has a substantial number of households that
are at risk of becoming homeless. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2010, there were
approximately 42,000 households consisting of about 130,000 persons (nearly one of every five
residents) in Ventura County who were members of a household whose annual income was
less than $25,000. There were approximately 21,000 households consisting of about 66,000
persons whose annual income was less than $15,000 a year.
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Also, the Census Bureau noted that 10 percent or nearly 76,000 residents of the County
were living below poverty level as reported in the 2010 American Community Survey. The
Ventura County Homeless and Housing Coalition considers these persons at risk of becoming

homeless.

Many of these persons can become homeless because of social structural issues such as
increases in rent, loss of job, and rising health care costs. In addition, personal experiences
such as domestic violence, physical disabilities, mental illness, and substance abuse can cause
members of a low income household or an entire household to become homeless. Often, one

or more of these experiences factor into a household’s homeless experience.

C. WHO CARRIED OUT THE COUNT?

'The Ventura County Homeless and Housing Coalition (www.vchhc.org) consulted with
Urban Initiatives, a community-based research and development agency (www.urban-

initiatives.org) to plan and coordinate the count.

'The Coalition has been coordinating the county’s continuum of care system for homeless
persons since 1996. Coordination has focused on applying for funding each year to HUD for
“continuum of care homeless assistance.” Coordination has also focused on implementing
the annual goals and objectives that HUD requires in order to be competitive nationally

tor Continuum of Care homeless assistance funding. HUD required goals and objectives

have included implementing homeless counts, increasing access to public assistance, and
coordinating a homeless management information system among other required goals

and objectives. To date, the coalition has representation from many public and private
organizations including businesses, city departments, corporations, county departments, faith-
based agencies, for-profit organizations, neighborhood groups, non-profit organizations, and

private foundations.
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Urban Initiatives is a community-based research and development agency that has completed
many housing and homeless assessments including several homeless counts for cities and
counties throughout Southern California. It consists of several community and faith-based
agencies that respond to the economic, housing, and social needs of neighborhoods, cities, and

counties from local community, regional, national, international, and faith-based perspectives.

'The Coalition organized over 250 volunteers to help with the count. Each city had volunteer
teams that were coordinated by a team leader(s). In addition, volunteer teams were
coordinated by a team leader(s) to count in the unincorporated areas of the county. Teams
counted on the streets, at non-residential program sites that served homeless persons such as
tood programs, health care centers, and public assistance sites, and at shelters and transitional

housing programs.
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lll. Methodology

!, I \he count instrument that was used collected the tollowing information concerning every
homeless person counted: first initial of first name, first initial of last name, gender,

ethnicity, year born, and state born as noted below.

First Last

Initial Initial Gender Ethnicity Year Born State Born

Example: ) | H | F | W 1960 CA

The methodology used during the count process helped create an identifier that prevented

a person from being included in the final tally of the count more than once. During the
enumeration, counters recorded the initials, gender, ethnicity, year of birth, and state born of
each individual homeless person. If the same person was encountered again, counters would

establish the same code. However, this person would only be counted once in the final tally.

'The information for every person, every time, was loaded into a data base. The information was
then used to code each person. For example, a homeless person may have the following code
of “WTMW1957CA. This meant that this person’s first name began with “W?, his last name
began with “I”, he was male “M”, he was White “W”, born in 1957, and born in California.

An example to illustrate how the process worked can be found within the table below.
Numbers 6 and 7 (shaded in gray) would be considered the same person. Therefore, the
person would only be counted once in the final tally that answered the question “how many
homeless persons are there in the County of Ventura during a given day?” If for some reason

there was doubt that numbers 6 and 7 were the same person, other collected data was used to
address the doubt.
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Assigned First Last
Number Initial Initial Gender Ethnicity = YearBorn State Born
1 J H F w 1960 CA
2 H T M L 1953 CA
3 R K F L 1972 TX
4 K N M AA 1969 CA
5 F A M A 1980 CA
6 J F M W 1971 CA
7 J F M w 1971 CA
8 S G F L 1968 NY
9 D T M w 1962 CA
10 0 R M w 1959 CA
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IV. Findings By Jurisdiction

! I \his section provides findings by jurisdiction. Findings include the total number of persons
counted and a breakdown of the limited data collected from adults such as location, age,

gender, ethnicity, state born, children, and family composition.

The following table provides a breakdown of the total number of persons counted within each

Jurisdiction Total # of Persons Counted

jurisdiction.

Camarillo 30
Fillmore 16
Moorpark 5
Ojai 41
Oxnard 522
Port Hueneme 12
Santa Paula 60
Simi Valley 284
Thousand Oaks 90
Unincorporated County 175
Ventura 701
Total: 1,936

'The following pages provide a breakdown of the total number of persons counted by

jurisdiction for location; age; gender; ethnicity; state born; children; and family composition.
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'The total number of persons counted in Camarillo was 30. There were 17 adults and 13
children. A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1.

Location
100% of persons (30) were counted on the streets;
Age

0% of adults (0) were seniors (age 62+) and 0% (0) were youth between
the ages of 18 — 24;

Gender

41% of adults (7) were men and 59% (10) were women;

Ethnicity
62% of adults (8) were White; 38% (5) were Hispanic or Latino; and 0% (0) were

African American or Black;

State Born

65% of adults (11) were born in California;

Children

43% (13) of the total number of persons counted were children;
Family Composition

6 families were counted and consisted of 23 persons—10 adults and 13 chidren.
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'The total number of persons counted in Fillmore was 16. There were 12 adults and 4 children.
A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location

100% of persons (16) were counted on the streets;

2. Age
0% of adults (0) were seniors (age 62+) and 0% (0) were youth between the ages of
18 — 24,

3. Gender

58% of adults (7) were men and 42% (5) were women;

4. Ethnicity
75% (9) were Hispanic or Latino and 25% (3) were White;

5. State Born

50% of adults (6) were born in California;

6. Children

25% of the total number of persons counted were children;

7. Family Composition

3 families were counted and consisted of 9 persons—5 adults and 4 children.
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'The total number of persons counted in Moorpark was 5. There were 5 adults and 0 children.
A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1.

Location
100% of persons (5) were counted on the streets;

Age
20% of adults (1) were seniors (age 62+) and 20% (1) were youth between the ages of
18 — 24;

Gender

83% of adults (5) were male and 17% (1) was a woman;

Ethnicity
60% of adults (3) were White; 40% (2) were Hispanic or Latino;

. State Born

100% of adults (5) were born in California;

Children

0% of the total number of persons counted were children;

Family Composition

0 families were counted.

10
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'The total number of persons counted in Ojai was 41. There were 40 adults and 1 child. A

breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location

100% of persons (41) were counted in the streets;

2. Age
0% of adults (0) were seniors (age 62+) and 5% (2) were youth between the ages of
18 — 24,

3. Gender

80% of adults (32) were men and 20% (8) were women;

4. Ethnicity

75% (30) were White; 22% (9) were Hispanic or Latino; 3% (1) was African American
or Black;

5. State Born

55% of adults (22) were born in California;

6. Children

2% (1) of the total number of persons counted were children;

7. Family Composition

1 family was counted and consisted of 2 persons—1 adult and 1 child.

11



COUNTY OF VENTURA 2012 HOMELESS COUNT

'The total number of persons counted in Oxnard was 522. There were 449 adults and 73
children. A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location
73% of persons (382) were counted on the streets and 27% (140) were counted in
facilities;

2. Age

6% of adults (27) were seniors (age 62+) and 8% (36) were youth between the ages of
18 — 24; and 0% (1) was an accompanied youth (without parents) between the ages of

13-17;
3. Gender
70% of adults (314) were men and 30% (135) were women,;

4. Ethnicity

40% (180) were Hispanic or Latino; 40% of adults (180) were White; 10% (45) were
African American or Black; 3% (13) were American Indian or Alaskan Native; 2% (9)
were Asian/Pacific Islander; and 4% (18) stated Other;

5. State Born
63% of adults (283) were born in California;

6. Children

13% (73) of the total number of persons counted were children;

7. Family Composition

43 families were counted and consisted of 129 persons—56 adults and 73 children.

12
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'The total number of persons counted in Port Hueneme was 12. There were 7 adults and 5
children. A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location

42% of persons (5) were counted on the streets and 58% (7) were counted in facilities.

2. Age
14% of adults (1) were seniors (age 62+) and 0% (0) were youth between the ages of 18
- 24,

3. Gender

71% of adults (5) were men and 29% (2) were women;

4. Ethnicity

50% of adults (4) were Hispanic or Latino; 0% (2) were White; 0% (0) was African
American or Black; and 0% (1) stated Other.

5. State Born

57% of adults (4) were born in California;

6. Children

42% (5) of the total number of persons counted were children;

7. Family Composition

1 family was counted and consisted of 6 persons—1 adult and 5 children.

13
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'The total number of persons counted in Santa Paula was 60. There were 59 adults and 1 child.
A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location

35% of persons (21) were counted on the streets and 65% of persons (39) were counted

in facilities;

2. Age
3% of adults (2) was a senior (age 62+) and 3% (2) were youth between the ages of
18 — 24;

3. Gender

71% of adults (42) were men and 29% (17) were women;

4. Ethnicity

64% of adults (38) were Hispanic or Latino; 34% (20) were White and 2% (1) were
African American or Black;

5. State Born
88% of adults (52) were born in California;

6. Children

2% (1) of the total number of persons counted were children;

7. Family Composition

1 family was counted and consisted of 2 persons—1 adult and 1 child.
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'The total number of persons counted in Simi Valley was 284. There were 270 adults and 14
children. A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location

99% of persons (263) were counted on the streets; and 3% (21) in facilities.

2. Age

7% of adults (18) were seniors (age 62+); 7% (19) were youth between the ages of

18 — 24; and 1% (1) was unaccompanied youth (without parents) between the ages
of 13-17;

3. Gender
66% of adults (196) were men and 34% (74) were women;

4. Ethnicity

67% of adults (180) were White; 16% (43) were Hispanic or Latino; 4% (11) were
American Indian or Alaskan Native; 2% (6) were African American or Black; 8% (22)
were Asian/Pacific Islander; and 3% (8) stated Other;

5. State Born
72% of adults (194) were born in California;

6. Children

13% (14) of the total number of persons counted were children;

7. Family Composition

14 families were counted and consisted of 32 persons—18 adults and 14 children.
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'The total number of persons counted in Thousand Oaks was 90. There were 77 adults and 13
children. A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location

45% of persons (41) were counted on the streets and 55% (49) in facilities;

2. Age
6% of adults (5) were seniors (age 62+) and 7% (5) were youth between the ages of
18 — 24;

3. Gender

79% of adults (61) were men and 21% (16) were women;

4. Ethnicity

73% of adults (56) were White; 11% (8) were Hispanic or Latino; 11% (8) were
African American or Black; 0% (0) was American Indian or Alaskan Native; 6% (5)
was Asian/Pacific Islander; and 3% (2) stated Other;

5. State Born
53% of adults (41) were born in California;

6. Children

14% (13) of the total number of persons counted were children;

7. Family Composition

7 families were counted and consisted of 21 persons—8 adults and 13 children.
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'The total number of persons counted in Unincorporated Areas was 175. There were 142 adults
and 33 children. A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location

50% of persons (87) were counted on the streets and 50% (88) in facilities;

2. Age
9% of adults (13) were seniors (age 62+) and 0% (0) were youth between the ages of 18
—24;

3. Gender

56% of adults (80) were men and 44% (62) were women;

4. Ethnicity

22% (31) were Hispanic or Latino; 73% of adults (104) were White; 2% (3) were
African American or Black; 1% (1) were Asian/Pacific Islander; 1% (1) was American
Indian or Alaskan Native; and 1% (1) stated Other;

5. State Born
549% of adults (77) were born in California;

6. Children

19% (33) of the total number of persons counted were children;

7. Family Composition

16 families were counted and consisted of 56 persons—23 adults and 33 children.
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'The total number of persons counted in Ventura was 701. There were 644 adults and 57
children. A breakdown of the data collected from adults is as follows:

1. Location
56% of persons (396) were counted on the streets and 44% (305) were counted in
facilities;

2. Age

5% of adults (32) were seniors (age 62+) and 11% (71) were youth between the ages of
18 — 24; and 0% (1) was unaccompanied youth (without parents) between the ages of

13-17;
3. Gender
71% of adults (457) were men and 29% (187) were women,;

4. Ethnicity

73% of adults (470) were White; 15% (97) were Hispanic or Latino; 3% (19) were
African American or Black; 5% (32) were American Indian or Alaskan Native; 1% (6)
were Asian/Pacific Islander; and 3% (19) stated Other;

5. State Born
58% of adults (373) were born in California;

6. Children

8% (57) of the total number of persons counted were children

7. Family Composition

23 families were counted and consisted of 87 persons—30 adults and 57 children.
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'The following tables provide a comparison of 2007 — 20012 County of Ventura Homeless

counts that includes the total number of persons counted each year and the total number

by women, men, children, families, persons counted on the streets, and persons counted in

facilities (shelters and transitional housing programs).
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V. Conclusion

/ I \he Ventura County Homeless and Housing Coalition Board of Directors decided in
2009 to conduct an annual homeless count which is strongly encouraged by HUD. Thus,
the next homeless Count will be conducted on January 22, 2013.

'The County of Ventura 2012 Homeless Count will be complemented by the “County of
Ventura 2012 Homeless Survey” whereas both reports will provide the County with valuable
data concerning local homelessness. The survey was completed during the spring of 2012 and
findings will be available in May and posted on www.vchhc.org and www.urban-initiatives.
org. Survey information will include data concerning chronic homelessness, domestic violence,
children, education, foster care, health care, income, mental health care, substance abuse, and

veteran status.

Both sources of information will help further the implement of the recommendations of the
“10-Year Strategy Plan to End Homelessness” which continues to help the County of Ventura
reduce the incidence of homelessness within its incorporated and unincorporated areas. These
sources of data will also provide important information for jurisdictional grant applications

to federal and state departments such as HUD’s Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance
Program and will also be available for jurisdictional Consolidated Annual Action and CAPER
Plans which are required submissions to HUD if jurisdictions are to continue to receive
substantial funding to end homelessness. Governmental resources such as Continuum of Care
grant funds have provided funding for homeless prevention, street outreach, case management,
emergency shelter, transitional housing, permanent supportive housing, and affordable
housing. Funding related to the Consolidated Plans include Community Development Block
Grant, Emergency Shelter Grant, HOME, and Housing for Persons with AIDS has also been

used for the same programs and activities.

21



COUNTY OF VENTURA 2012 HOMELESS COUNT

SaAijeliu| ueqn 10} SinsuIQ

‘abelLlew [euolipel; e uj paujof jou aJe Jnq a4l Ajiiey UOWIWIOD B 8JeyS pue Yjm aAl| NoA uosiad e si Jauped v,

18Y}0 = 9 pPUe ‘D)UY = G ‘OUlET JO OluedsiH = ¢ -J8pUE|S| OI0Bd JO UBISY = ¢ ‘9AllEN UB)SE|Y 10 UeIpu| UBdLBWY = g -)Oe|g JO UBDUaWY UBdWY = | :ANoluyig

Vv Xipuaddy

N A N AN AN A El N A N A N AN A| N A El N A
N N
N A N AN AN A El N A N A N A[N AN A El N A
N N
N A N AN A[N A El N A N A N AN A N A El N A
N N
N A N AN AN A El N A N A N AN A| N A El N A
N A
N A N AN A|[N A El N A N A N AN AN A El N A
N N
N A N AN AN A El N A N A N AN AN A El N A
N N
N A N AN AN A El N A N A N AN A| N A El N A
N N
N A N AN A[N A El N A N A N AN A[ N A El N A
N N
N A N AN AN A El N A N A N AN AN A El N A
N N
Al S 2 a o) N A € A48 4 LN 9 Y [N A
cMnagesip [ ssieah | sotow [ ¢seieis |uog| +08=6 |m|[® [1ouned|ioupeq| <<< ¢ JAingesip [¢sieah|saiow | isajeis [uog| +0g8=6 [M|@[ Aluo | Aluo |iAepoL
|ejusw I 10 panun |eeis| 62 01 02=8 | 3. m. Jo Jo  |enunuo) |Aepol | [ejusw Jo payun |ereis|6s 01 02=8|3. M aweN|sweN| ss9|
-dojanap 1o |ise| ayy| Jeak | | ey jo 690129=/ | 2 | © [esnodg|esnodg| .‘seA, | noa |[-dojensp uo fise| auy|seek | | ey jo 690129=/ |2 || 1887 | 18414 | -OWOH
|eaisAyd Jo | Buunp |10y sse|| seoio4 19 0} 0G=9 W .W j0 jo 1] UM | 1earsAyd o | Buunp [Joy ssa|| seai04 19 0} 0G=9 W _W j0 j0 noA
‘uoppuod | ssow [-swoH | pauwuy 6703 0b=G [ 8 | W | sweN | sweN | iAepoy |Buiai | ‘uonipuoo | siow |-swoH | pawiy 6 01 0b=G [ & | |lenwul | jenul | a1y
yiesy Jo usag | ayjul 6eo10e=v |3 |3 | ¥SE1 1sd14 nok [gsso|| uyesy 1o useg | syjul 6£010e=p |5 |3 [ 1544 | 18414
ouolyd | sewn | nop | panies 62 0} GZ=¢ m‘ 21 10 j0 yim  |-ewoH| omwoiyo | sswp [ noA | panies 62 0} GZ=¢ m s
‘esnqe | y ss9| | eneH NoA vzorgl=z | g || lemur | emu [ Buan ale ‘asngqe | ¢ ss9| | aneH NoA yzorgL=z| g |®
aoueIsqns | -awoH aneH gl Jopun=1| S .___._ 1sdi4 IS4 | Jsuped [ oym | SoueIsqns (-SwWoH aneH 8| Jepun=1( S .___._
‘ssau||l nNoA :dnoib ebe m T 10 8l ‘ssau||l nNoA :dnouib ebe M >
jeew | esom 1o} soquinu | o | 3 osnodg | @0V | 1Ewew | esem foj sequinu | o | 2
se yons pJooal 2 nox  |4epun | seyons piooal (= |®
ases|d 3 s| oney | senAnoy esead |3
: @by |9 nok |Buini Ajreq by |2
wuopad 3 op ual| wlioped 3
10 3IOAN O} ® -piIyQ | 40 3HoM 03 ®
Aunay anox - Auew | Aungy Jnox =
sjwi| jeys MOH
Ayligesiq 1o Ajigesiq 4o
uopipuod uonipuod
Bugesig Buigesig
e aneH e aneH
:uoneoso
:e1eQ juswiniisuj JUunoy SSIIBWOH BINJUIA 2102 :aweN INoA

22



