
The SOAR Ordinance has been included, as follows, in the: 
VENTURA COUNTY GENERAL PLAN 

GOALS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 
 
Limitations on General Plan Amendments Relating to Agricultural, 
Open Space and Rural Designations  
Pursuant to the provisions of the SAVE OPEN-SPACE and AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES (S.O.A.R.) 
ORDINANCE, the following shall obtain until December 31, 2020:  
 
a) The provisions setting forth the Agricultural, Open Space and Rural land use designations, and the 
goals and policies as they specifically apply to those land use designations in Sections 3.1 and 3.2 of this 
General Plan shall not be further amended unless such amendment is approved by vote of the people or 
by the Board of Supervisors pursuant to the procedures set forth herein.  
 
b) Those lands designated as Agricultural, Open Space or Rural on the “General Land Use Maps” 
adopted by the Board of Supervisors for Ventura County on May 24, 1988, and amended through 
September 16, 1997 shall remain so designated unless redesignated to another general plan land use 
category by vote of the people, or redesignated by the Board of Supervisors pursuant to the procedures 
set forth herein.  
 
c) The Board of Supervisors, following at least one public hearing for presentations by an applicant and 
the public, and after compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act, may place any amendment 
to land use designations of Agricultural, Open Space or Rural, or any provision, goal or policy as set forth 
in subsection “a”, above, on the ballot pursuant to the mechanisms provided by State Law.  
 
d) The Board of Supervisors without a vote of the people may reorganize, reorder, or renumber individual 
provisions of the General Plan, as well as the provisions herein, in the course of ongoing updates of the 
General Plan in accordance with the requirements of state law. Additional technical, non-substantive 
language modifications may be made to the General Plan with reference to Agricultural, Open Space or 
Rural designations for clarification and internal consistency provided such modifications are consistent 
with the Findings and Purpose of the ordinance creating these provisions.  
 
e) The Board of Supervisors, without a vote of the people, may redesignate Rural designated properties 
to either Agricultural or Open Space, or may redesignate Open Space to Agriculture pursuant to the 
provisions for making such amendments set forth in state law and Board adopted policies.  
 
f) The Board of Supervisors, without a vote of the people, may redesignate Agricultural designated 
properties to Open Space if the Board of Supervisors makes all of the following findings supported by 
substantial evidence:  
 i) The land proposed for redesignation has not been used for agricultural purposes in the past 2 
years and is unusable for agriculture due to its topography, drainage, flooding, adverse soil conditions or 
other physical reasons;  
 ii) The land proposed for redesignation is immediately adjacent to areas developed in a manner 
compatible with the uses allowed under Open Space;  
 iii) Adequate public services and facilities are available and have the capacity and capability to 
accommodate the Open Space uses allowed;  
I v) The proposed redesignation is compatible with agricultural uses, does not interfere with 
accepted agricultural practices, and does not adversely affect the stability of land use patterns in the area; 
and  
 v) The land proposed for redesignation does not exceed 40 acres for any one landowner in any 
calendar year, and one landowner may not obtain redesignation pursuant to this subdivision (f) more 
often than every other year. Landowners with any unity of interest are considered one landowner for 
purposes of this limitation. 



g) The Board of Supervisors, without a vote of the people, may redesignate Agricultural, Open Space or 
Rural properties provided the Board complies with the following two conditions: 

 i) The Board makes a finding based upon the advice of the County Counsel that the designation 
of the property effects an unconstitutional taking of the landowners’ property; and  
 ii) In permitting the redesignation, the Board allows a less restrictive designation to be applied to 
the property only to the extent necessary to avoid the unconstitutional taking of the landowner’s property. 
  
h) The Board of Supervisors, without a vote of the people, may amend the provisions of the General Plan 
which apply to the Agricultural, Open Space or Rural designations, as set forth in subsection “a”, above, 
for the express purpose of further protecting and preserving resources identified in the General Plan, 
provided that said amendment(s) are consistent with the Findings and Purpose of the ordinance adopting 
these provisions of the General Plan.  
 
i) In recognition of the urban nature of the Piru community and to provide essential flexibility to the 
Board of Supervisors to address the special needs of that community, the Board of Supervisors, 
without a vote of the people, may amend the land use designations on the General Land Use Map, as 
set forth in subsection “b”, above, for land located within the Piru Redevelopment Area or land 
described by the following Assessor Parcel Numbers:  
 
056-0-180-01  
056-0-180-02  
056-0-180-06  
056-0-180-07  

  

056-0-180-08  
056-0-190-05  
056-0-190-06  
056-0-190-09 


